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PREFACE 
The purpose of this series of studies is to present in popular and 
yet systematic fashion a brief outline of the history and principles 
01 the movement to restore ew Testament Christianity inaugurated 
during the early part of the nineteenth century . The studies may be 
used at the prayer-meeting hour, in the Christian Endeavor or Bible-
Sl'hool periods, or at such other times as may be found most conveni -
ent. ·wherever possib le, it will be helpful to have at hand at least 
a few of the more important reference -books mentioned in th e series, 
for the consultation of the clas . The lessons arc adapted to the ques-
tion-and-an swer method of teaching , or may be taught by the topica l, 
rGtmd-tabl e or lecture method , as the teacher may prefer. 
L"ndcr ordinary circumstances, the minister is the best person to 
lead and dir ect class es tudying the handbook, but any man or woman 
<Jualificd to tea ch in the Bible schoo l will have no difficulty in using it. 
It ,Yill be found to be an excellent text for use in preparing for a 
reviYal meeting or in connection with the average teacher-training 
course. The Restoration movement makes its appeal to the thoughtfu l 
consideration of earnest seekers after truth everywhere. It succeeqs 
best when it can secure a car eful and aerious bearing for the facts 
ll"hich it presents. It is in order to assist in gaining such a hearing 
that the present manual ha s b een prepared . 
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LESSON I. THE ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST. 
LESSON II . ORIGIN AL CONST I TUTION AND POLITY OF 'l'HE 
LESSON III. 
LESSON IV. 
LESSON V. 
LESSON VL 
CHURCH. 
THE ORIGINAL NAME . 
THE ORIGINAL FELLOWSHIP. 
THE ORIGINAL EVANGELISM . 
THE ANTECEDENT OF CONVERSION-HEAR-
I NG. 
LESSON VII . BELIEVING. 
LESSON VIII. REPENTANCE. 
LESSON IX. CONFESSION. 
LESSON X. BAPTISM. 
LESS ON XI. THE GIFT OF THE H OLY SP I ~ IT . 
LESS ON XII . THE BREAKING OF BREAD. 
LESSON I. THE ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF THE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
I. Meaning of the Word' 'Church.'' 
The English word ''church'' is closely allied to the Scottish 
''kirk'' and the German lcirche. It is, in its origin, a Gothic corruption 
of the Greek adjective k·uriakos, "whatever belongs to or appertains 
to the Lord." It was used as a modifier of the word ecclesia by 
the Greeks of Constantinop le, who spoke of the church as the k11riake 
ecclesia, ' ' the assembly of the Lord.'' The word ecclesia is the cor-
rect form of expression; the word ''church'' following a mistaken line 
of derivation which substitutes the adjective for the noun . 
'.].'he ecclesia, as the word tran slat ed "church" in the New Tes-
tament is uniformly written in the text, was the name for the Greek 
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popular assemblies and was appli ed to the Christian assembly by the 
ea l'ly New Testame nt writers . It was also used by the Septuagint 
translators as a ren deri ng of the H ebre w word q1bahal, which meant 
the '' congregation of Isra el.'' In many respects, the word was a lmost 
synon ymo us with t he term '' synagogue,' ' and ,vas doubtless used by 
th e aposto lic writers to dist ingui sh the Chr istian assem blies from the 
.Towish. 
II. The Church in the Gospels. 
The word ecclesia occur s only twice in the Gospel s. It is found 
115 times in the New Testamen t, altogether; 76 or 77 times in the 
Septu agint, and 20 times in the Apocrypha. The two in sta nces in 
which it occurs in the Gospels are bo th found in Matth ew. In the 
sixt eenth chapter and the eighteenth verse we r ead: "On this rock 
will I bui ld my church," and in Matt . 18 : 17 we have these words: 
"If he r efus e to hear the chur ch also, let him b e unto th ee as the Gen-
tile. '' Th e first of the se pas sages furnishes a prophecy of th e founda-
tion and idea l destiny of the church, while the second shows it as a 
pra ctica l working institution in t he wor ld. 
m . The Church in the Acts. 
In the Gospels we have only a prophecy of Christ's church, while 
in the Acts we have the history of its birth and deve lopment. In 
Acts 2: 4 7 we are to ld that the Lord "add ed to the church daily such 
as should be saved. " Th ere is some doubt about this rend ering, as 
the word ecclesia does not appear in all of the manuscripts, but 
there can be no doubt abo ut the next appearance (Acts 5 : 11). The 
death of Ananias and Sapph ira, we are to ld, st ruck terror into '' the 
who le ecclesia. " Th e church which J esus prophesi ed in Matthew is 
therefore in full working operation a t th e b eginnin g of the work of 
the ea rly di scipl es in J eru sa lem. As we kno w that this work began 
definite ly on the clay of Pent ecost, it is easy to locate the dat e of the 
founding of the Christian ecclesia from the infor ma tion furni shed in 
the Book of Acts. 
IV. The Church in the Epistles. 
'rh ere ar e nu mer ous r efer ences to the church in the Epistl es. Some-
t imes it is regarded as a singl e broth erhood , '' the bod y of Chri st'' 
(Eph. 4: 12; 1 Cor. 12: 28); somet imes the refe rence is to loca l expr es-
sions of this brotherhood in the separate congr egatio ns of di sciple,i 
(2 Cor. 8: 1 ; Phi l. 1: 1). Everywhere the id ea is that of an assemb ly 
embo dyi ng the principles of Christian broth erhood. 
V. Origin of the Church. 
'rhere can be no question that the first Chri stia n ecclesia was 
orga niz ed on the day of Pentecost as a resu lt of the pr eaching of 
Pete r and of the other apostles. Th e nucleus of the church exis ted in 
THE BESTORA.TION H,4NDBOOK . 9 
the group of disciples in the upper room preceding the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. It was not until the Spirit actually came, however, 
and Peter proclaim ed the conditions of salvation tha t the church 
definitely came in to existence . All attempts to make the church of 
Christ an institution which preceded Pentecost must run counter to 
the plain facts of New Testame nt history. 
VI. Purpose of the Church. 
The purpose of the church is to proclaim and perpetuate the prin -
ciples of the gospel. The church is a means to an end and not an enrl 
in itself. Like the Sabbath, · it exists for man, and not man for it . 
"\Thenever the church fails to perform its mission, its loses its signifL-
cance and becom es a hindrance rather than a help to the proclamation 
of the gospe l. We are speaking, of course, of the actual church, as it 
exists in the world. 
VII. False Ideas of the Church. 
There are numerous fa lse ideas of the church which are wid ely 
prevalent. One of them regards it simply as a gre _at ecclesiastica l 
organization with a pri est hood lik e the Jewish. .Another conceives of 
it as a mechanical "ark," admission to which necessarily means salva-
vation. .Another regards it as a purely human organizat\on, without 
divine sanction. The New Testament gives no countenance to any of 
these mistaken views. 
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES. 
Matt. 16: 16; 18: 17; Eph. 2: 20; 1 Pet. 2: 4-8. 
BLACKBOARD OUTLINE. 
+------- --- ------ ---
{ 
t ~~~"J~~~ls 
3. 'l'he Acts 
THE CHURCH 4 . The Ep islles 
5. Ori gin 
6. Purpose 
7. Mistaken Views 
OTHER REFERENCES. 
One of the best books on the origin and history of the New Testa-
ment church is the little volume entitled '' The Early Church,'' by 
R. F. Horton. This book covers the whole field in brief and yet com-
prehensive fashion. Oth er valuable reference-books are the followin g: 
J. Milligan-" Scheme of Redemption , " Book Third . 
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2. Cree l-" The Plea to Restore the Apostolic Church , " Chapter 
III. 
3. Moore- " The Living Pulpit of the Chri stia n Church." Sermon 
by Benjamin F ranklin in "Th e Church -Its Identity." 
4. Kersh ner-'' The Religion of Christ,'' Part III. 
TOPICS :FOR DISCUSSION . 
1. What the Church I s. 
2. J esus and the Church. 
3. The Church in the Acts. 
4. The Chur ch in the Ep istle s. 
5. When and Where the Chur ch W as Founde d . 
6. The Purpo se of the Church. 
7. The Church and the World. 
8. False Conceptions of the Church. 
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON. 
1. What is the derivation of the word "church " 1 
2. What is the word used in .the Ne w Testa ment for the chur ch i 
3. What was the root meaning of this wor d? 
4. How is it us ed in the Old Testa ment '? 
5. When and where is it us eu in the Gospe ls1 
6. When and where was the church of Chri st founded, 
7. Wh ere i s it first mention ed as being in existe nce~ 
8. H ow is the word ''church'' used in the Ep istl es 1 
9. What wa s the nuc leu of the ea rly church I 
10. Did this nuc leus actually constit ute the church 1 
11. What is t he purpose of the church '? 
12. Is the church an encl or a means '1 
13. How may the church become valuelessf 
14. Mention some fa lse ideas of the church. 
15. How may ecclesiasticism kill the church '1 
16. Is "be longing to the church" synon ymous with "b eing 
saved" i 
17. Is the church a purely human organization 7 
18. How may we determi ne whether a church is really ' ' Chri st 's 
church " f 
19. If t he church goes astray from it s mission, how may we bring 
it back f 
20. What is the Res tor at ion position with regard to th e chur chf 
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LESSON II. ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION AND 
POLITY OF THE CHURCH 
I. The Constitut ion of t he Church . 
11 
By the constitution of the ch urch we mean the princip les according 
to which it is organized and governed. These features are three in 
number, and are usua lly comprehended unde r the fo llowing titles : 
(1) Creed, (2) Ordinance, (3) Po lity. The creed of the church is the 
statement of be lief rnquired for membership; the ordinances are the 
forma l conditions of action which are required, and the pol ity is the 
government which the church demands. Creed answers the questio n 
'' What must I beli eve 1 '' ordinance answers the question '' What mus t 
I do1" and polity answers the question "How must I be governed 7" 
II. The Question of Polity. 
The creed of the aposto lic churc h was t he confession of Pete r , 
"T hou ar t the Christ, the Son of t he livi ng God." We studied th is 
creed in the last quarter's lessons, so that there is n o need to discuss 
i t f urther. The ordinances of the church are two in number-baptism 
and the Lord's Supper. Bot h of these ordinances will be studied in 
later lessons in th is quarter . We therefore pass to the third item -
t he question of polity or government . 
'l'hree forms of church government are now being advocated in t he 
n omina lly Christian world . These three fo rms are usua lly denominated 
the episcopalian, the presbyterian and the congregational. The epis-
copalian idea recognizes a certain hierarc hy of officers in the churc h, 
beginning with the apostles and their successors, the bishops, and 
passi ng down to the lower orders, entit led priests and deacons. I n 
t he Roman Catho lic Church, which is an extreme illustration of the 
episcopal type of government, we have one apostle-Peter - and one 
bishop--t he Pope - placed above the three regu lar orders already men-
tioned. The Protestant Episcopa lian Church disputes the Papa l idea, 
or the idea of apostol ic primacy fo r the, so·ca ll ed, successors of Pete r, 
but regards the three reg ular orders of bishops, pri ests and deacons as 
embodying the princip le of aposto lic succession, and considers that t he 
church of Christ can not be organized in vita l fashion wit hout these 
orders . 
Other episcopalian bodies, such as t he Methodist, discard the idea 
of ''succession, ' ' but retai n t he episcqpalian fo rm of gove rn ment as a 
matter of expedie ncy. 
III . The Presbyterian Polity. 
The question of polity in the last analys is depends upon wher e 
sovereignty is placed . In the Roman Catholic Church the sovere ignty 
resides in the pope and, to a certain extent, in the genera l counci ls 
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of the churc h . In the modified forms of t he episcopalian polity, 
sovereignty is placed, in part a t least, in the hands of the church-
members, but is regarded as capab le of being delegate d. In the Pres-
byteria n polity, sovereignty resid es in the Genera l Assemb ly, the hi gh-
est court of judicatur e of the church. This power, it is true, rests 
upon popular represent at ion, for the members of the Genera l Assembly 
are directly r epresentative of the different congregations wh ich are 
members of the various pre sbyte ries in to which the adherents of tho 
church are divided. 
In its deriva tion, "presbyterian" means "go vernm ent by elder s." 
As contr aste d wit h the epi scopalian polity, the presbyterian repr e-
sents the oligarchica l as opposed to the monarchical idea. Presby-
terianism, like episcopa lianism, is an efficient form of government. 
Without b eing as abso lute as the latter , it is more democratic and 
more truly representative of the people as a whol e. It is an orderly 
system of doing things, whatever else we may think abo ut it. 
IV. The Congregational Polity. 
Th e congregational polity differs from both the epis copali an and 
the presbyterian in the fact that it places sove reignty in the congre -
gation , or at least that it does not permit the delegating of sovereignty 
beyond the congroga tion . Some congregationa li sts are strict '' In de-
pendents;" that is, they allow no sover eignty beyond the individual 
conscienc e ; others concede full sovereignty to the local congregation, 
but both types agree in permitting no delega tion of sovere ignty be-
yond the latter group. 
If the Papacy represents an abso lu te monarchy in religion, congre-
gation ali sm represents tho princip le of pur e democracy . It is neither 
so orderly as presbytorianism nor so efficient as episcopa li anism, but 
it is more democratic than either of them. The spirit of fre edom in 
Christi anity finds its fu llest and most complete practical expr ess ion 
in the polity of congl'0gationa lism. 
V. The Scriptural Polity. 
The germs of all thr ee of these polities may be found in the New 
Te stament , but only one of them-the congregationa l-can be pro ve d 
to have existed in actua l working order in the apostolic age. Th at 
the "churches of Christ" mentioned in the Episll os were cong rega-
tional in the ir genera l form of gove rnm ent is practically conceded by 
all historians. It is also conceded th at this congregationa l ism was 
modified by the sup er ior authority of the apostles, especia lly the 
apostle Pau l. It is further conceded by most authorities that there is 
no form of church gov ernm ent laid down in the Now 'l'estamen t as 
abso lut ely manda to ry upon Chris t ians. Tlie three forms which camo 
to exist late r all had their roots in exist ing politica l in stit utions. Th e 
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episcopalian was modeled after the government of imperial Rome; the 
presbyterian, after the Jewish synagogue; the congregationalist, after 
the Greek democracies of Asia Minor. Summing the whole subject up 
in a word, we may say that the polity known to the churches of the 
New Testament was essentially congregationa l, but that this polity is 
not made a matter of binding aut~ority, so far as the New Testament 
1·ecords show . 
VI . Officers of the Church. 
There were a number of officers in the ear ly church. 
contained in the three great Pauline Epistles - Romans, 
thians and Ephesians - is given by Horton as follows: 
The list, as 
First Corin-
+--- - ----- - ---------- -=-----~ + 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 .• 
6 . 
7 . 
8. 
9 . 
10 . 
11. 
12. 
13. 
ROMANS 
Prophet s 
D eac ons 
Teacher s 
Exhort ers 
Givers 
Rulers 
'fhose who show mercy 
1 CORINTHIANS 
Apostl es 
Prophets 
Teachers 
Governments 
ll ealin gs 
l\<Iiracles 
Help s 
lGnds of Longues 
EPHESIANS 
Apo stles 
Prophet s 
Teachers 
Evangelists 
Pastors 
+-------------- ----------- -~ + 
Here are thirte en offices, exclusive of the deaconess (Rom. 16: 1). 
Only two of them-prophets and teachers - are mentioned in all the 
lists. It is clear, however, from Acts 14: fl that the eldership was re- 2,.., j!,,, 
garded as an essential feature of the early church organization; and 
the refel'0nce to the diaconate in Phil. 1: 1 is equally convincing, when 
tak en in connection with other passages. The perman ent officers of a 
New Testam en t congregation were the elders, bishops, pastors or prcs-
Lyters (for the words .all have the same meaning) and the deacons. 
Of these two officers, the elders were obviously the spiritual instructors 
and lead ers, and the deacon s, the servants, in all practical matters, of 
the congregation. 
The duties and qualifications of elders are given in detail in the 
third chapter of 1 Timothy and in the first chapter of Titus. Th e 
requirements for th e office of deacon are also given in the fonn er of 
the two referenc es mentioned. The se Scriptures should be carefully 
studied and obs erved in selecting tlie church officiary. 
The elders and deacons were undo ubtedly elected by the congre -
gation (Acts 6: 1-4; 14: 23). (See Weymouth's tran slation of th e New 
Testament for clearer interpr etati on of the latter passage--and else-
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where. ) Or dination was customary after election, and shoul d still be 
observed. 
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES. 
Acts 14: 23; 6: 1-4; Rom. 12: 5-8; Eph. 4: 11; 1 Cor. 12: 28; 1 Tim-
othy 3; 'ritus 1. 
BLACKBOARD OUTLINE. 
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OTHER REFERENCES. 
1. Hayden - " Church Polity ." 
2. Davis-" The E ldership." 
3. Milligan - " Scheme of Redemption," Book II I ., Part I. 
4. Horton-'' The Early Church.'' 
!'i. Kershner-• 'The Re ligion of Christ,'' Part III. 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. 
1. The Constitution of the Churc h. 
2. The Episcopalian Polity. 
3. The Presbyterian Polity .. 
4. The Congregational Polity . 
5. New Testament Officers of the Church . 
6. The Eldership. 
7. The Diaconate. 
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON. 
1. What is meant by '' the constitution'' of the church¥ 
2. What three features does it comprehend f 
3. What question does the subject of creed answer f 
4. What question is answered by ordinan cd 
5. What question by polity 1 
6. What three polit ies are advocated in the nominally Christian 
world f 
, ' 
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7. Outline the episcopa lian polity. 
8. What is the polity of Roman Catholicism 1 
9. How does the Protestant Episcopalian system differ from the 
Roman Catho lic f 
10. What abo ut other episcopalian polities! 
11. Outline the presbyterian polity. 
12. Contrast it with episcopa liani sm. 
13. Where does sove reignty reside in presbyterianism t 
14. Outline the congr egationa l polity . 
15. What two forms does it assume 1 
16. In what parti cular do these two ideas agreef 
17. What is the Scriptura l polity i 
18. I s this polity a mandatory onei 
19. How did the three polities we have mentioned originate! 
20. Mention thirteen offices in the church. 
21. What are the chief requir eme nt s for the eldership t 
22. What for the diaconatei 
23. How were these offices filled in the apostolic age ! 
24. What special dutie s appertained to them f 
25. Mention three New Test ame nt synonyms for the word ''elder.'' 
LESSON III. THE ORIGINAL NAME 
I. New Testament Names. 
An y plea intend ed to restore the New Testament church must neces-
sari ly include th e restoration of the New Testament name. There are 
a numb er of diff ere nt titles given in the-apostolic records as applying 
to both the ea rly churches and to those who became their members. 
Th e best known names for the church are the following: (1) "The 
church of God" (1 Cor. 11: 22; 1 Tim. 3: 15) and its plural form, as 
"churche s of God" (1 Cor.11:16; 1 Thess. 2:14; 2 Th ess. 1:4); (2 ) 
"The chur ch of Christ" (Matt . 16: 18), and in its plur al form, as 
" church es of Christ" (Rom. 16: 16); (3) "Th e church , " without any 
modifi er. Thi s is the most frequ ent ap pellation of all. It is found in 
num erous passages, including Act s 2: 47; 5: 11; 1 Cor. 15: 9; Eph. 1: 
22; 3: 10, 21; 5: 23, 24, 25, 27, 29, 32; Col. 1: 18, 24, and many other 
places. The plural form, '' the churches,'' is also frequent . It is 
found . in Acts 15: 41; 16: 5; 1 Cor. 7: 17; 14: 34; 2 Cor. 8: 18, 19, 23, 
24, and elsewhere. (4) The churches of Macedonia , Galatia , Asia, and 
other simi lar geographical distinctions. Thi s usage is quite frequent, 
as is indicated by the following r efe rences: Gal. 1: 22; 1 Cor . 16; 19; 
2 Cor. 8: 1; Gal. 1: 2. 
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II. Individual Na.mes. 
Th e b est known names appl ied to individual followers of Christ in 
the apostolic era were the following: (1) disciples; (2) saints; (3) 
br ethr en; (4) friends; (5) Christians; (6) believers. Occasionally 
oth er terms are used, such as s1;.rvants, children, and the lik e. The 
six t itl es given above ~re, however, the outstanding ones. Th e word 
''disciple , '' as app lied to the followers of J esus, is used some thirty 
times in th e Acts of the Apostles alone. It is used seventy-three times 
in the Gospel of Matthew, forty-four times in the Gospe l of Mark , 
thirty-eight times in the Gospel of Luk e and seventy -seven tim es in 
the Gospel of John. It is not found at all in th e Epistles. The word 
''saint'' means a person who is sanctified or holy. It is used more 
than sixty times in the New Testam ent to designate the follow ers of 
Christ. The word ''brethren'' occurs in the Acts of the Apostle s and 
the Epistl es more than one hundred times as ·a dir ect title of the fol-
lower s of Christ . The word "friends" is not used quite so often, but 
it bas the distinguishing characteristic of receiving th e di.rect approval 
of our Lord himself as a title (John 15: 15). The word "Chri stian" 
occurs twice in the sing ular form and once in the plural in the New 
Testament. Its first use is in the plural, in th e famous passage con-
tained in Acts 11: 26; its second use is in the singular, and occurs in 
Paul's address b efore Agrippa (Acts 26: 28, 29); the third use is in 
tbe singular also, and occurs in 1 Pet. 4: 16. The word ''believers'' 
is used occasionally , us, for examp le, in 1 Tim. 4: 12. 
III . The Church of God. 
This term is used oft ener than any other expression, with the ex-
ception of the word ''church'' without any modi.lier, as the designa-
tion of the Christian ecclesia in the New Test ament. As alr eady men-
tioned, it has the distinct approval of the apostle Paul, and was one of 
his favorite titles. It has been used very little in the modern age . 
The fact that Paul and the other di scip les used other titles as well as 
this one for the church indicates that it occupies no exclusive position. 
Th e reason for it s disuse in the modern age is probably because the 
word ''God'' is now app lied in so many different ways that it has 
acquired ambiguity in many minds. 
IV. The Church of Christ. 
This term is used less frequently than the expression '' church of 
God" in the apostolic writings; but the reference is Rom. 16: 16 is so 
clear and direct that there can be no doubt about the aposto lic usage. 
The title "chur ch of Christ, " for many reasons, appears to be mor& 
satisfactory than the title "church of God," provided both have 
equ.al Script ural aut horit y. For one r easo n, it is inore specific and 
direct t han the other expression. Both Jews and Mohammedan s might 
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claim to belong to the '' church of God,'' but they would scarcely care 
to wear the name of Christ . 
V. The Christian Church. 
Th is name, in the exact form in which it is written above, does not 
occur in the New Testament . As we have already seen, howev er, tho 
word ''Christian'' occurs as the name applied to an individua l mem-
ber of the church, " ·bile the church its elf is designated as the churc h 
of Christ. Under the circumstances, the failure of the adjectiva l form 
of expression to appear in the New Testame nt seems to be of trivial 
significan ce. We can not imagine that the apostle Pau l wou ld ha ve 
wasted much time discu ssing the difference bet ween "the Christian 
church" and "the church of Christ." Both exp res sions have pre-
cisely the same meaning, and therefore, in our judgment, they may 
be used interchangeab ly. We ha ve no objection, however, \o th e ex-
clu sive use of the expressio n ' ' church of Christ'' on th e part of those 
who have conscientious scrup les in regard to the term. 
VI. The "Disciples Church." 
Th ere is no warrant whatever for the use of this expression upon 
New Testame nt authority. As we have seen in a prec edi ng section , 
th e word "discipl e " is frequ en tly used to designate the individua l 
followers of Christ; but the term is neve r used as app lied to his church. 
It is only by a very loose and inaccurate form of expression that it. 
can be so used to-day. It is quit e proper to speak of the individual 
followers of J esus as '' disciples of Christ,'' but it is inaccurate, at 
least from the New Testament viewpoint, to refer to the churches of 
which they are members as '' disciples chu rches.'' 
VII. The Evil in Erroneous Na.mes. 
While the question of name is not, perhaps, the most significant in 
the field of religion, it is a matter of distinct importance. False names 
are apt to lead to fa lse ideas of thin:gs . Beyond any question, tho 
denom inationa l terminology of modern Christendom has la1·gely aided 
the pro gress of sectarian divisions. Th e denominational names help 
to perp et uate and ke ep ali ve the denominational ideas. Moreover, 
nam es which emphasize only partial features of the gospe l are inade -
quate and mis leading. Dr. J. Frank Smith, moderator of the General 
As semb ly of the Presbyterian Chur ch in the U. S. A ., at the time this 
i~ written, asserts that the names ''Pr esbyterian,'' ''Met hodi st,'' 
"B aptist,' ·' "Episcopalian," etc., are all un fair, because they do not 
fully characterize the nature of the church . We hav e no right to 
apply a name to the chur ch which is inadequate, when we have an 
adequate title given to us in the New Testam ent ns having been used 
by the apostles and the early Christians. The New Testament church 
should wear a New Testament name. 
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SCRIPTURE REFERENCES. 
1 Cor. 11: 16; Rom . 16: 16; Gal. 1: 2; Acts 11 : 26; 26: 28, 29; 1 Pet. 
4: 15, 16. The other references contained in the body of the lesson 
should a lso be consulted. 
BLACKBOARD OUTLINE . 
+-------- - -------- - - - ------ ~ + 
I. THE CHUR CH 
(I) The Chur ch of God 
( 2) Th e Church of Christ 
(3) Th e Chu r ch 
( 4) Geographical Titl es 
(Churches of Macedoni a , etc.) 
NAMES II. INDIVIDUALS 
( 1) Disc iples 
(2) Sa ints 
( 3) Brethren 
(4) Friends 
( 5) Christians 
( 6) Believers 
+-- - --- - ---- --- ---------- -- -
OTHER REFERENCES . 
1. Ryan-" New Testament Names," especia lly the first s ix chap-
ters. 
2. Milligan-" The Scheme of Redemption," Book Third. 
3. Creel-'' The Plea to Restore the Apostolic Church , '' Chapt~r 
VIII. 
4. Hopson-Sermons, sermon on '' The Name ' Christia n.' '' 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. 
1. The Value of a Name. 
2. New Testament Names for the Church. 
3. New Testament Names for Believ ers on Christ. 
4. The Correct Name for the Church to Wear To-day . 
5. The Best Name for Individual Chri st ians to Use. 
6. Erroneous Names and Denominationali sm. 
7. The Modern Tendency Toward Correct Usage in Regard to 
Names. 
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON. 
1. What name s are found in the N3w Te stame nt as applying to the 
early church f 
2. Where, and und er what circumstances, do you find the expre s-
sion "church of God" used~ Mention at least two illustrations. 
3. Mention two insta nces where the plural form of this expression 
is used . 
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4. Is the term "the church of Christ" found in the New Testa-
menU If so, wheref 
5. Where do we find the expression '' chur ches of Christ' 'f 
6. How many times does this expression occur in the Sc riptures1 
7. What title is used most frequently in the New Testament as 
applying to the Christian ecclesia'I 
8. How do you explain the frequency of this u sage'/ 
9. Give illustrations of geographical titles of the church. 
10. In what sense are we to und erstand these geographical titlesf 
11. Give six names which are applied to individual followers of 
Christ in the New Testament. 
12. Give illustrations of the frequency of the use of the term '' dis-
ciple." 
13. What peculiarity is noticeable in the New Testament usage 
with regard to this word 'I 
14. How oft en is the word "saint" used in the New Testament as 
applying to followers of Christ'I 
15. Is the word ,·,brethren" found frequently , or noU 
16. What special mark of approval do we find in the Scriptures for 
the use of th e word "friend" '1 
17. When and where does the word "Christian" ap~ar as a titlef 
18 . What about the usage in regard to the word "believers "7 
19. Why do we not use the expression '' the church of God'' more 
frequently to-day'I 
20. Why does the title "the church of Christ" make special appeal 
to the modern age'J 
21. Is there any pre-eminence to be given either title so far as 
Scriptural authority is concerned 'I 
22. Is the term "the Christian church" found in the New Testa-
ment'l 
23. Is it a valid form of expression for Christians to use ! Reasons 
for your opinion . 
24. What about the term '' the disciples church' ''I 
25. Mention at least two evils which grow out of the use of errone-
ous names for the church . 
26. What is the prevailing tendency in modern Christendom with 
regard to the subject ~ 
27. What attitude has the Re storat ion movement always taken 
upon the question 'I 
28. How does mistaken usage with regard to the subject of name 
tend to perpetuate sectarianism '1 
29. Sum up the arguments for the use of New T esta ment names 
for the church and for individual Christians. 
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LESSON IV. THE ORIGINAL FELLOWSHIP 
I. Meaning of Fellow ship. 
In the forty-second verse of the second chapter of Acts we are 
told that the discip les continued steadfastly in the aposto lic teaching 
and fellowship, in the breaking of br ead and in pray er. Some author -
iti es, as, for example, Weymouth, think that the'' fellowship'' refe rred 
to is synonymous with "the breaking of bread;" but th e indications 
arc that it possessed a broad er referenc e. The Greek word used, 
koinonia, is well translated by our English t erm ''fellowship.'' The 
latt er comes from an old Midd le English root which meant originally 
the '' laying together of property.'' The Greek word had perhaps 
le~s of the property idea, but the principle of common and mutual 
helpfulness is the same in both languag es. The koinonia, of the early 
church ,Yas eviclently a sympathetic co-operation which was, in its 
essence, both spiritual and material. Th e ear ly Christians were knit 
togeth er by ties of loving affection for each other springing out of 
the universal devotion which all of them felt for their l\Iaster . 
II . Fellowship in Prayer. 
One of the forms in which this ear ly fellowship was expressed was 
in the spiritual act of prayer. The early Christians prayed with, and 
for, eac h other, and .their prayers were ardent and sincere. Paul con-
stantly covets this spiritual fellowship with his brethren , and evidently 
attached great importance to it (Rom . 15: 30-32; Col. 4: 2-4; 1 Thess. 
5: 25: 2 Thess. 3: 1). He, in turn, refers frequently to his own prayers 
for hi s '' children in the gospel.'' Perhaps there is no feature of the 
c·ar lr church ·lif e which is less emphasized to-day or the los~ of which 
ha s caused more harm to the spiritual development of Christians. The 
.lack of sincere prayer with and for each other has led to the spiritual 
paraly sis of many disciples . When people really pray for each other, 
it means that there is mutua l sympathy, interest and love. Without 
this spiritual fellowship, our Christian experience soon ·becomes forma l-
istic and life less. 
III. Fellow ship in Faith . 
The early disciples were men and women of great faith. They hacl 
to be so, because they were being constantly persecuted and tortured, 
and their lives were always in jeopard y. Only great faith-a faith 
which nothing could shake, and which was strengthened in eve ry in-
dividual by the encouragement of other individuals belonging to the 
common f ellowship - could stand the strain. Nowadays persecution 
has disappeared, or is reserved exclusively for people who are outside 
of the church; and faith has pretty largely disapp eared along with it. 
Most people wou ld hes itate about dying for their pr esent -day re ligious 
" 
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convictions. A man who will not come to church on Sunday , or con-
tribut e as much to his religion as he gives in tips to the waiters who 
serve his food, can hardly be made of martyr stuff . We need more 
faith-not necessarily more "doctrine" or theology, but more faith-
on the pa.rt of the members of our churches; and this faith will be 
best built up and stimulated by the right sort of spiritual fe llow ship. 
IV. Fellowship in Service. 
This touches the material side of the early church life, but was 
evidently not looked down upon or despised by th e apostles and their 
followers on that account . We need not accept "the community of 
goods" of the earl y Jernsalem church as an authoritative pattern in 
order to recognize that the principle involved in that rather extraor-
dinary examp le of communism is valid and ind eed essentia l to the 
Christian faith. If all Christians are brothers, the obligations of 
broth erhood certainly obtain, both in regard to the spiritual and to 
the mat erial realms. Rob ert Milligan expresses the idea in this way: 
"There is a fellowship [koi nonia] in the church of Christ which gives 
to all its members a right to whatever is really necessary to their com-
fort, and which, if properly understood , would render all secular poli-
cies of insurance wholly unnecessary . '' There can be no doubt but 
that these words are expressive of the exact fact. 'l'he Christian fel-
lowship originally meant a spiritual guild, which far surpassed in effi-
ciency the mechanical imitations of our modern lodges and fraternal 
orders. And yet our modern orders and lodg es in many cases do more 
in a mat erial way for their members than do our churches. 
The '' community of goods , '' in its literal sense, is not practical 
to-day; it probably was not · practical very long in Judea; but the 
prin ciple of definite service of which it was a manifestation is prac-
tical , and, · because this principle has been lost sight of very largely 
l•y the modern church, that church is failing in its mission . ·we can 
never restore the early church until we restore the ear ly fellowship, 
and we can never restore the early fellowship until we make it include 
both the material and the spiritual sides of life. 
V. Fellowship the Test. 
The possession of the New Testam ent fellowship is one of the best 
te sts of the apostolic character of the church. As I saac Errett puts it: 
'' In no respect is the apostate condition of the church more clear ly 
seen than in the loss of the charity and benevolence of primitive 
times . Selfishness and pride have usurped its place .... The generous 
freedom , the munificent outpourings of purse and heart, which marked 
the 'fellowship' of the primitive church-whe re are they 'I" 
Un less we restore this apostolic ·fellowship to which Milligan. 
Errett and many others of the Rest oration advocates r efer, we must 
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fail in our ultimat e mis sion. We must continue "stedfastl y in tl1e 
apo stl es ' fellowship," if we are to reproduce the apostolic chur ch. 
VI . Rest oring the Fellowship. 
The problem of restoring the apostolic fellow ship is less di fficult 
than it appear s. The reason it seems hard to accomplish is beca use 
we ar e so far away from the apostolic spirit' of brotherhood. "Be -
longing to the church" has come to mean a sort of perfun cto ry rela· 
tion ship to most of us, a respectable formality, and no th ing more. It 
meant vastly more in the apo st olic a·ge, and , because it mean t mor e, 
the problems which seem hard to the mod ern church wer e great ly sim· 
pl ified. vVe must get back to the real Christian ideal of mu t ual ser· 
vi ce and brotherhood or else our candlestick will be tak en ou t of it s 
pl ace and given to oth ers . 
Most mod ern congr ega tion s are too large . The Chris t ian ide al i s 
that every member of the church should know every oth er member. 
Mor eover , th e officers of the chur ch should take a dire ct in te res t in 
th e welfar e of all the member s. The church board should be a com· 
mitte e for promoting the mat erial and spiritua l welfare of th e whole 
chur ch f ellowship. The fir st church board ever institut ed di d thi s 
(Act s 6: 1-6), and was originated for the sole purpose of doin g it. The 
modern church board takes no interest, a s a rule, in anythin g beyond 
th e bare st details of the coll ective church life. It is perfu nctory , 
mechani cal, and prac t ically worthl ess, because it does not a t t end to it s 
apo stoli c bu sine ss . An esse ntial factor in restoring the apo- to lic f el· 
low ship is the restoration of th e N ew Testam ent conc ept ion of th e 
chur ch officiary, both as regards duties and character . 
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES. 
Acts 6: 1-6; 2: 42-47; 4: 32-37; Rom. 15: 30, 31; 1 Corinth ians 13; 
2 Cor. 8: 1-15; 9: 6-14; 1 Thess. 5: 25. 
BLACKBOARD OUTLINE . 
+- -- ------------- - ---------+ 
{ 
I, The Ori ginal Fellow ship 
II . F ellow ship in Pra yer 
THE APOSTOLIC III. F ellowsh!P !" F a ith 
FELLOWSHIP IV. F ellow ship 111. Servi ce 
V. Th e Commun ity of Goods 
VI. Th e Chur ch B oard 
VII . R estoring th e Ap ostolic Fellow ship 
------ ---- - - --- -- -- - - - - - ---- - - + 
OTHER REFERENCES . 
1. Milligan-" The Scheme of Redemption" (Book III.. P art IV. , 
Chapter II.) . 
2. Errett - "Walks abo ut Jerusa lem" (Chapter XII.). 
3. Horton-" The Early Church" (Chapte r II.) . 
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4. McGarvey-" Commentary on Acts" (Chapters II. and IV.). 
5. Hopson-Sermons, sermon on "Fellowship." 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. 
1. Meaning of Fellowship. 
2. Early Church Finance. 
3. Communism and the Early Church. 
4. Spiritual Fellowship. 
5. Material Fellowship. 
6. The Fm;1ction of the Church Board. 
7. The Church versus the Lodge. 
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON. 
1. What is the derivation of the English word "fellowship"f 
2. Does it correctly render the Gr.eek term which it is used to 
translate i 
3. What is meant by "the fellowship" in Acts 2: 42 ! 
4. What is Weymouth's idea f 
5. What was Paul's conception of the value of spiritual fellowship1 
6. Mention some instance s when he asked for the prayers of his 
brethren. 
7. What does the lack of fellowship in prayer indicate1 
8. What is meant by fellowship in faith i 
9. Does it mean coincidence of views regarding doctrine! 
10. How does the fellowship of the faithful stimulate individual 
loyalty ~ 
11. Is the Christian fellowship solely spiritual T 
12. What was "the community of goods" in the apostolic churchf 
13. How far is the principle involved in this communism valid 
to-dayf 
14. What does Robert Milligan say upon th e subject1 
15. In what sense was the original Christian fellow ship a guildf 
16. What is one of the best tests of the apostolic characte r of a 
church f 
17. What did Isaac Errett say of the modern church fellowshipf 
18. Why is it difficult to restore the apostolic fellowship f 
19. What is the first step in the process f 
20. What is the danger in large congregations 1 
21. How may the church officiary help in promoting real Christian 
fellowship f 
22. When was the first church board instituted T 
23. For what purpose was it called into existenceT 
24. How does the modern church board differ from iU 
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LESSON V. THE ORIGINAL EVANGELISM 
I. The Meaning of Evangelism. 
'fhe " ·ord ''evangelism'' comes from a Greek original which means, 
litera lly, '' good news.'' The ''evangelist,'' therefore, was '' the pro-
claim er of good news.'' The ear ly Chri stian evange li st was a man or 
"oman who went to others and announced the '' good news'' of the 
coming of the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Paul and all of the other 
Chr istian preachers were evange lists. It is interesting to note the 
distinctions between the terms ''evangelist,'' '' ministe~'' and '' pas-
tor . " The evange li st was essent iall y a preacher; the minister, a 
servant of the chur ch; and the pastor, a shepherd or overseer of the 
flock. All three offices n'1ight conceivab ly be, and doubtless often were , 
combined in one individual; but they stood for different and distinct 
phases of the work of the chur ch. 
II. The New Testament Evangelist . 
The office of the evangelist is quite clearly defined in the New 
Testament. Perhaps the most specific reference to it is contained in 
Paul's farewell charge to Timothy in 2 Tim. 4: 5. "But watch thou 
in all things, endure afflictions , do the work of an evange li st , fulfil 
your mini stry.'' Obviously, Paul regarded Timothy as an evange list , 
and wanted him to "fulfil" to the utmost the duties which apper-
tained to his office. It is worth noting that Timothy was also a bi shop 
or elder, as well as a minister and evange list. He furnishes a goou 
example of what a modern minister of the gospel ought to be. The 
OYerlapping characteristics of the ear ly Christian officiary are well 
brought out by contr asting Timoth y, who was both a bishop and an 
evangelist, and Philip, who was both evangelist and deacon (Acts 6 : 
5; 21: 8). The three distinct offices i.n the early church organization 
were those of elder or bishop, deacon and evangelist, and it seems 
clear ·that one man frequently held two, or perhaps even three, of them . 
The New Testame nt evangelist pr eached the Word, organized 
churches, superint ended the churches as far as superintendence was 
need ed, baptized converts, and, in short, did everything requir ed to 
build up and nouri sh the Christian lif e of the church. Alexander 
Campbe ll says of the superintending work of these officers : "But that 
evangelists are to separate into communities their own converts, teach 
and superintend them till they are in a condition to take care of them-
selves , is as unqu estionab ly a part of t he office of evange li st as pray-
ing, preaching or baptizing.'' 
There is a sense, as Mr. Campbe ll adds, in which every Christian 
should be an evangelist, and yet there can be no doubt but that there 
· are certain ones to whom the eva ngelistic · mission is committed in a 
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peculiar and special way. This does not mean pre-eminence of author-
ity in the church, but it does mean pre-eminence of service, at least 
in a special and particular form. 
m. The Evangelist's Message. 
The New Testament evangelist bad a distinct message, and was 
careful to proclaim that message clearly and unequivocally. What 
the message was we gather from numerous Scriptural references. The 
best illustration is found in the first evangelistic discom-se recorded in 
the history of the church-the sermon of Peter on the day of Pente-
cost. Every modern evangelist should carefully study that sermon 
and govern himself accordingly. Beyond any question, the same ' gos-
pel which Peter preached upon that memorable occasion was preached 
by every · other Christian evangelist . later on. The gospel was made 
up, in substance, of the following features: 
1. A plea for the whole-hearted acceptance of Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God. This plea was presented usually by means of the four-
fold argument of (a) Old Testament prophecy, (b) the sinless and 
perfect life of Jesus, (o) the sacrificial death upon Calvary, (d) the 
resurrection-especial emphasis being laid upon the last point. 
2. A definite statement of how to accept Christ and to become a 
member of the Christian community. 
The means by which those who were convinced of the truthfulness 
of the gospel message were to acknowledge their conviction, were uni-
formly stated as follows: 
(a) Sincere belief or faith in Christ as Lord and · Saviour. 
(b) Sincere repentance of past sins and definite turning away from 
them. 
(o) Open profession of this new attitude of the soul through the 
ordinance of Christian baptism. 
(d) Continued and unquestioned loyalty to the new gospel wit-
nessed by a life of Christian service. 
The early Restoration preachers, beginning with Walter Scott, 
characterized this simple process of conversion as the '' plan of salva-
t.ion," and named the "steps" in it as five in number: (1) Faith, (2) 
repentance, (3) confession, ( 4) baptism, (5) gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Care must be taken to avoid making these ''steps'' too mechan-
ical, but there can be no question that, properly interpreted, they 
present in the clearest and simplest fashion the correct New 'festament 
ideal of evangelism. 
IV. The Evangelist's Method. 
The method by which the early evangelistic message was pro-
claimed was simpie and uniform. The gosp el as outlined above was 
preached plainly and directly, and men and women were urged to 
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accept it with the same simp licity. All such devices as the modern 
''mourners' bench'' or '' experience meeting'' were foreign to the 
New Testament evangelism. People were "converted" in one uniform 
way, and not by a hundred different ways. The individual subjective 
e:xperience of converts doubtless varied in accordance with their pecu-
l iar habits of thought and feeling and temper, but the method em-
ployed in converting all of them was the same . There is no record of 
any New Testament convert to Christianity who did not hear the gos-
pel, believe it, repent of his past sins, and make open confession of 
bis belief by being baptized. 
V. Modem E vang elism. 
Nowhere bas the Restoration plea contrasted more sharply with 
prevailing ideas in the religious world than in the field of evangelism . 
When the Campbells and Walter Scott began their evangelistic work, 
the methods of conversion in common vogue were multitudinous and 
confused. The sinner had no definite instruction as to what he was 
to do "to be saved . " The prevailing idea was that he had to go 
through with some mystical religious experience before he could have 
the assurance of salvation . This experience was in no case certain 
or uniform . People of emotional or distinctly mystical temperament 
induced some such "experience" with comparative ease; others of a 
more decidedly intellectual temper found it exceedingly difficult and 
frequently impossible to induce. Hence, hosts of really sincere and 
repentant men and women neve r ' ' got through'' · conversion . All such 
ideas are entire ly foreign to the whole New Testament conception of 
evangelism. The New Testament idea is uniformly that conversion 
is fundamentally a matter of will and not a matter of feeling. Men 
and women bea,r the gospel, believe it, and whole-heartedly will to 
accept it, and thereby become Christians. Anybody may become a 
follower of Christ if he really wills to be one. The words '' whosoever 
will'' are not mere platitudes, but convey the absolute truth of the 
gospel. 
So long as the Restoration evangelists proclaimed this simple mes-
sage, they met with unusua l success. Lately, however, there has been 
a tendency to adopt some of the uncertain methods of the very '' evan-
gelism'' which the New Testament records discountenance, and as a 
result our message has ofttimes been shorn of its power. We need, 
perhaps more than anything else, a revival of sane, Scriptural , apos-
tolic evangelism, and, if we are true to the genius of our plea , that 
evangelism must come. Without it, we can not be true to our plea, or 
to the mission with which we have been entrusted for humanity. In 
the present shattered condition of world affairs, there is especial need 
fo r a revival of New Testament evangelism. 
.. 
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Matt. 28: 19, 20; Mark 16: 15, 16; Luke 24: 46-49; John 20 : 21-23; 
Acts 2: 38-42; 8: 12, 38; 9: 18; 10: 48; 16: 15, 33; 18: 8. 
In these references occasionally only one or more of the ''steps'' 
in conversion may be mentioned, but in every case where this obtains 
the other ''steps'' are clear ly implied in the context. 
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2. McGarvey-'' Sermons.'' 
3. McGarvey-'' Commentary on Acts.'' 
4. Creel-" The Plea to Restore the Aposto li c Church," Chapter 
VII . 
5. Campbell - "The Christian System," Chapter XXV. 
6. Errett - '' ·walks about Jerusalem,'' Chapter IX . 
7. Baxter - '' Life of Walter Scott.'' 
With special reference to Scott's famous sermon when he began his 
evangelistic campaign on the Ohio Western Reserve . Scott's ontline 
from the texts Matt. 16: 16 and Acts 2 : 38 gives a perfect summary 
of ideal New Testament evangelism . 
8. Sharp-"How to Organize New Testament Churches . " 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION, 
1. The New Testament Evangelist . 
2. The Evangelistic Message . 
3. Th e Evangelistic Method. 
4. Modern Mistake s in Evangelism. 
5. The Plan of Salvation. 
6. Restoration Evangelism-Past and Present. 
7. Present -day Methods of Evang elism, True and False . 
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QUE STIONS ON THE LE SS ON. 
1. What docs the word ''evangelism'' mean f 
2. Distinguish between the terms ''evangelist,'' ''minister'' and 
'' pastor. '' 
3. Are these terms necessarily exclusive! 
4. Outline the New Testament conception of the office of an evan-
gelist. 
5. Mention two New Testament evangelists . 
6. Should all Christians be evangelists 'l 
7. Give Mr. Campbell's view of the evange list's duties as regards 
superintendence . 
8. What two featur~s entered into the message of the New Testa-
ment evangelisU 
9. Outline the first evangelistic sermon on record. 
10. Mention four arguments frequently used by New Testament 
evangelists to prove the divinity of Christ. 
11. Outline the gospel '' plan of salvation.'' 
12. What Restoration preacher first emphasized the New Testament 
plan of salvation 'I 
13. Mention some of the mistakes of modern evangelism. 
14. Was the New Testament method of conversion uniform f Rea-
sons for your view. 
15. What idea of conversion did the Restoration advocates esp e-
cially oppose i 
16. What is the essential factor in conversion f 
17 . . What danger is to be avoided in proclaiming the Restoration 
position upon conversion '1 
18. Where do many present-day Restoration evangelists fail J 
19. How may thes e failures be a voided '1 
20. What is the present situation with reg-ard to New Test ame n t 
evangelism 'I 
21. How may we bring about a revival of New Testam en t evan -
gelism 'I 
LESSON VI. THE ANTECEDENT OF CONVERSION 
-HEARING 
I . Conversion-What It Means. 
In the last study we referred to the false ideas of conversion which 
have led to a mistaken concept ion of evange lism. It may be well to 
outline the subj ect a littl e more in detail, in orde r that the basi s for 
the New 'l'estame nt conception of the evangelistic message may b e 
... 
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more clear ly under stood. In order to do this, it is nec essa ry to ana lyze 
and outline the subj ect of conversion. Evang el ism has no meaning 
apart from conversio n, for it s sole purpose is to convert those to whom 
it makes its appeal. 
The word ''conversion'' means, literally , '' turning with.'' It em-
bodies the id ea of turning out of the wrong path into the r ight one. 
People are '' conve rt ed' ' when they are ' 'turned'' away from t he 
path of sin and their feet are plan ted firmly in the path of sa lv atio n. 
Mr. Campbell outlines this "turnin g" process under the fourfold 
analys is of (1 ) a change of views , (2) a change of affecti on, (3) a 
change of state, and (4) a change of life . 
II. A Change of Views . 
The first cha racteristic of conversion is int ellectual. A man's 
Yiews concerning the vita l principles of r eligion must be correct, or 
else the man can not be correct in anything else. Th is simp ly means 
that man has been given his reason as a guide, and, if he is a rationa l 
bein g, he must follow the dictates of that reason. Chri stianity has 
always appealed to reason, and, in the highest sense of the words, is 
fundamenta lly a rea sonable religion. All th e New Testament preach-
ers, beginning with Peter, appealed to the logical proc esses of th eir 
hearers. 'fhey Rought to prove that Jestrn is tho Christ , and urg ed 
that men should accept Him because the proof which they f urni shed 
was complete and adequate. There was no clap-trap appeal in the 
ea rly aposto lic preaching. On the cont rary, that pTOaching was always 
a straightforward, hard-hitting, un answerab le argument for the posi -
tion ta ken by the preacher . Th e early evangelists recognized the fact 
that unless a man is really convinced of the truthfu ln ess of the go~pel 
he will never ma ke a thorough Christian. Any other foundation is 
inadequate for rea l conve rsion. 
m . A Change of Affections. 
No one doubts but that the fee lin gs play an important part in every 
genuine conver sion . That part is secondary, however, in the psycho-
logical order of the process. A man who is convinced that be is a 
sinner will natural ly and necessarily feel st rongl y upon the subject; 
but if he feels strong ly without any preceding inte llectua l conviction, 
hi s fee lin gs are lik ely to eva porate quickly and easi ly . The men who 
cried out , " Men and brethren, what sha ll we do'1" on the day of 
Pentecost felt their situation ke enly, but their fee lin gs followed an 
inte llectua l conviction which had been produced by the -unan swe rabl e 
logic of Peter's sermon . Henc e their readiness to accept and to live 
by t he conditions of salvation wh ich were laid down by the apostl e. 
To bas e conversion upon _feeling alon e, or upon feeling primarily , is 
to reverse and overturn th e apostolic ordo 1·. 
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IV. A Change of State. 
Following the intellectual and the emotional changes whi ch are 
essential and nat ural in the proce ss of conversion, we find the cu lmi-
nating featur e in a change of will leading to a definite chang e of state 
in the condition of the one converted. No chang e of state is possib le 
without this definite act of will which sums up everything that has 
preceded and which definitely commit s the whole personality, int ellect, 
feelings and will to the new gospel. ·In a sense, this is the ou tsta nd-
ing and characteristic feature of conyersion beca use it gather s up and 
in cludes everyt hing that ha s prec eded i:t. A man may be intellectually 
convinced of the truthfulness of the gospel, he may feel very deeply 
rega rd ing hi s situation, but, unless he translates hi s thought and hi s 
feeling into action, he rema in s in the state of reb ellion again st God 
and against the truth, and can not be saved . Only when he deliber-
ate ly wills to carry out hi s convi ct ion s doe s he pa ss out of the state 
of condemnation into the state of sa lva tio n. When he does this, he 
renounces allegiance to Sata n and takes up his new citizenship in 
the kingdom of heave n . H ence the importance which every true evan-
gelist attaches to the will in conversion. 
1 V. A Change of Life . 
This is the coroll ary of conversion rather than a part of the pro c-
ess. The chang e of stat e necessarily carries with it a chan ge of life; 
otherwise there has been no re a l chang e of state . The life is the test 
of the realit y of the conv ersion. Th e pre sence of the Spirit is deter-
mined by the possession of the "fruits of the Spirit." Th e man who 
claims to be conver ted, but whose manner of li ving shows no r ea l 
change of thought or heart or will, has never been converted at all. 
Jesus always emp hasi zed this test, pro claiming th at a tree is "k nown 
by its fruit s. " Paul sa id that without the fruit s of the Spir it all 
pretension s with r egard to Christian expe ri ence ar e vain. It is the 
life, and the life alone, which is the infallible and final test of the 
profession. 
VI. The Antecedent of Conversion. 
Befo r e any one can be int ell ect ually convinced of the trut hfulne ss 
of the gospel , he must kn ow what the gospel is . Thi s means that, in 
some way or other, he must "hear" it. We do not think that t he 
word can be confin ed to i ts oral meaning alone, for we beli eve that ri. 
man may be convinced by rea ding , and that many persons hav e been 
thu s convinc ed, as well as by pr eac hing, in the ordin ary sense of tho 
word. H elen Keller, who can neither hear nor see, was conv in ced of 
the truthfulness of Christianity by the medium of her finger tips. Th e 
appeal r eac hed her re aso n and produ ced conviction, and that was all 
th at was necessary. But people must, in some way or other, get the 
,, 
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gospel appeal fairly before their mind s, or else it is useless to talk 
about converting them. 
VI I. The Value of Oral Preaching. 
While it is true that people may be converted without th e spoken 
Word, it is also true that, in the overwhelming majority of cases, it is 
the spoken Word and the heard Word that convince . There is some-
thing about the personality 'of the speaker, the impact of soul upon 
soul , the enthusiasm of speech anu th e vital truth of magnetic oratory, 
which conveys more power than the written Word. Th e gospel will 
always need oral procl ama tion, and must always depend chiefly upon 
oral proclamation for its success . The tract and the pamphlet can 
never be substituted entirely for the spoken Word. Hence, the '' fool-
ishness of preaching" will continue to have a large place in the con-
version of sinners . Oral pr eaching , to be effective, however, must, 
like its apostolic models, always ke ep in mind the essentia l psychology 
of conversion, and act accordingly. The evangelist who does not 
understand and proclaim correctly the true gospel of conversion is apt 
to become a blind lead er of the blind . This is one rea son why we have 
so many nominal Christians, and why so many who come into the 
church fall away from it and are lost . 
SCRIPTURE REF ERENCES . 
Acts 2: 14-40; Rom. 10: 8-17; Mat t. 28: 19, 20; 1 Cor. 1: 17-21. 
BLACKBOARD OUTLINE . 
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CONVE RSION 2. Change of Affect ions-F eeling s 
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l. Change of Views-Intellect 
3. Change of State-Will 
4. Change of Lif e-Test 
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OTHER REFERENCE S. 
1. Campbe ll- " The Christian System," Chapter XVIII. 
2. Lamar-'' First Principles,'' Chapt er IV . 
3. Davis-'' First Principles , '' Chapter VII. 
TOPIC S. FOR DISCUSS ION. 
1. Analysis of Conv ersion. 
2. P sychology of Conversion. 
3. Th e Int ellectua l Element. 
4. The Emotional Element. 
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5. The Volitional Element. 
6. The Test of Conversion . 
7. The Place of Hearing . 
8. Value of the Spoken Word . 
QUESTIONS ON THE Ll:iSSON. 
1. What is meant by "conversion' "I 
2. Give Mr. Campbell's outline . 
3. What is the first characteristic of conversion 'I 
4. Is Christianity a reasonable religion 'I 
5. Did the New Testament preachers appeal to r easonf 
6. Give illustrations of such an appeal. 
7. Can there be any real conviction which is not first intellectuaU 
Why i 
8. What part do the feelings play in conversion 'I 
9. Outline the psycho logy of the conversion of the three thousand. 
10. Is it safe to ba se conversion upon the emotiona l element '/ 
Reasons for your view. 
11. What is the culminating feature of conversion¥ 
12. What is meant by a "ch ange of state" 1 
13. How is this change of state effected 'I 
14. State the importance of the will in conversio n. 
15. What is the final test of conversion 'I 
16. Illustrate this test from the Scriptures. 
17. ·what is the nec ess ary antec edent of conversion f 
18. Must a man "hear" the Word orally in order to believe it 1 
19. Give an illustration of convers ion without ora l hearing. 
20. Wbat is the esse ntial featur e in the process ~ 
21. State some of the advantages of the spoken Word. 
22. Can the written ,~ord be substituted entire ly for the spoken 7 
23. What did Paul mean by '' the foolishn ess of pr eac hing' ' 1 
24. What respon sibility i s placed upon the speaker who proclaims 
the message of evange lism 1 
LESSON VII. BELIEVING 
I. The Meaning of F ait h. 
Dr. Rain ford te ll s th e story of a little gir l who, when asked to 
define "fa ith ," replied: "Faith is trying to believ e things that you 
know ain't so.'' Doubtless a good many people have had the sam e 
idea, at one time or anoth er. When the Rom an Catho li c apo logist for 
transub tantiation sa.ys that the myst ery of the loaf becoming th e 
t,c:tual flesh of Jesus Christ must be accepted on faith, he encourage s 
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such a definition. We know that the wafer of bread is not flesh, and 
yet we irre to ld that we must believe it to be flesh. Faith here is 
sur ely '' trying to beli eve something we know ain't so. '' Th e littl e 
gir l was wrong in her definition on ly bec ause the kind of faith she 
knew about was a rnisnom er. Any sort of faith which demands a flat 
contradiction of facts is not th e beli ef required by the Scri ptur es. 
The best way to under stand the faith spoken of in the Bibl e is by 
observing the perfect confid ence and trust wit h which a little chi ld 
follows the steps of father and mother when in a st range location . 
'l'h e child willing ly and perfectly trusts it self to the parents' guidanc e, 
and goes on without any sort of care or anx iety. Thi s is the faith 
which Jesu s asks of His disciples. It is simp ly child like confid ence, 
perf ect trust in Him and in H is way of life. We must hav e thi s con-
fidence in Him, or else H e can do nothing for us. No physician of 
the body eve r accomp lished much for his patient unl ess the latte r ha d 
confid ence in him; and faith is demanded for the healing of the soul 
. eve n more than for the healing of the body. 
II . The Basis of Faith. 
Th e basis of faith is ev id ence, of some sort or other. The stronger 
and more conc lu sive t he evide nce, the st rong er should be the fa ith. 
The Scriptur es never ask fo r fait h without furnishing adequate evi-
dence for it. Jesus proved His claims, and ask ed no one to accept them 
without examining the proof H e presented. He even furnis hed super-
lative evidence in order to meet the crupl es of a doubter lik e Thom as. 
'l'he apostolic preachers were all great logicians. They bad no hesi-
tancy about arg uing the plea whi ch they presented (Acts 18: 4; 19: 8; 
2 : 23). Christianity always makes an appea l to reason. It is, in tho 
highest sense of the term, a rational re li gion. This is not affirming 
that it does not go beyond the limit s of human reason, for it does; but 
i t is affirming that it never cont radicts the laws of the human mind. 
God never contradicts Him self. Th e principles of t rue religion and 
the principles of true scie nc e always harmonize . 
III. Faith and Knowled ge. 
Knowledge is given by reason, and is the subj ect matter of sc ience. 
Paith starts wi.th reason, but reac hes beyond it into a rea lm which 
human knowledge, because of its natural limi tations , can not ente r . 
Knowledge deals with the finite; faith, with the info1ite. ·we know 
that th e human body decays and disintegrates; we have faith that the 
human spirit is immortal. '\Vb.en faith becomes extraordinarily stro ng, 
it· pas ·es over into a species of ass uran ce which possesses many of the 
cbara.cte 1·istics of scientific knowledge. Pau l had this in mind when 
be · said , "I kno w in whom I have be l ieved." Neve r theless, there is 
a genera l distinction betw een the rea lm of know ledge and the rea lm of 
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faith which careful and accurate thinking demands . This is one 
r eason why there can be no purely "scientific re ligion . " Science and 
faith belong to different sphe res. Faith bridges the chasm between 
the finite and the infinite, and enab les us to appropriate the unseen 
rea lities . 
Of cour se, we are speaking he re of religio us fait h. There is. such 
a. th ing as faith in one's friends, faith in the va lidity of a business 
enterprise, and the like. Such uses of the word preserve the contrast 
between exact know ledge and faith, alt hough they apply the distinc-
tion to finite terms exclusive ly . 
IV. Fa ith and Credulity. 
There is an extreme form of "fait h " which passes over into 
credu lity. This is the kind of faith which believes in the sa ints' 
mirac les of the Middle Ages , and which accepts the claims of every 
new fad in the religious wor ld. Credulity is faith based upon insuffi-
cient evidence. The man of rea l faith demands proof of t he most 
adeq uate and satisfactory character befo re be will believe in any , 
proposition. The credulous man, on the other band, be l ieves anything 
which is told him, without stopping to ask for proof. Credulity is as 
much the foe of real r eligion as is skepticism. It is the close relative 
of superstition, and is the convenient too l of ecc lesiastica l despot ism. 
Ignorance, superstition, autocracy a.nd credu lity are a ll boon com-
panions, and are all alike foes of human progress. 
V. Faith and Doubt . 
Doubt is the opposite of faith . It is sometimes said that disbelief 
is the opposite of faith; but this is an error, because disbe lief imp lies 
a positive attitude quite as definite as be lief. Doubt, howeve r , is 
negative, and the opposite of be lief. Doubt, if it be honest, is fre-
quent ly the precursor of a reasoned faith. The man who has neve r 
had any doubts is apt not to have a very intelligent faith. At the 
same time, the doubting attitude is one which is essentia lly unsatis-
factory . Many people doubt and continue to doubt , when the re is no 
rea l rea son for their skepticism. The man who never tries to get rid 
of his doubts is playing a dangerous game. Doubt never comforted, 
strengthened, healed or saved a sing le human being. Its only va lue 
is to serve as a stepping-stone to a more positive and reasoned faith; 
but , in order to ser ve this purpose , it must be superseded by its suc-
cessor at the earliest possible moment. The presence of doubt is 
always a cha llenge to the honest soul to '' get busy,'' in order that 
the unwe lcome guest may be removed. 
VI . F ai th and Volit ion. 
The ba sis of faith is essentially volitiona l. It is an act of will pri-
mari ly, rather than an act of judgment. Prof. Wi lli am James bas 
THE RESTORATION H.ANDBOOK 35 
gone into this subject very fully and adequately in his work entitled 
"The Will to Believe." The domain of faith is in a field where rea son 
can neither prov e nor di sprove . Hence, a man can will to believe, or 
refu se to so will, in this particular realm, without doing offense to hi s 
rea son. The disbeliever simply refus es to beli eve; the devout Chris-
tian wills the rever se. Hen ce, in a very rea l sense, by an act of will 
we determine destiny for ourselves. This, too, is the rea son why the 
Scriptur es command people to believe. It would be folly to demand 
something which is not essentially an act of will. When it is said 
"H e that believeth and is baptized shall be saved," th e inference is 
clear that all men cam believe, if they will. 
VII. Faith and Opinion . 
Th e latte r paragr aph leads, naturally, _ to the much-discussed ques-
tion of the difference between faith and opinion. "Faith," in thi s 
use of the word, relat es to the sub sta nce of what is believed rather 
th an to the act of belief. Mwtters of faith are the essential it ems in 
reli gion; matters of opinion are non-essentials. All theological specu-
lation belongs to the realm of opinion. Th e b asic facts of Christianity, 
on the other hand, belong to the r ealm of faith. Whatev er is specifi-
cally laid down in th e New Testame nt, as essential to salvation, be-
longs to the realm of faith. Whatever is not there laid down belongs 
to the field of opinion. Christianity demands absolute unity upon 
ma tte rs of faith, but permits the widest diversity upon matters of 
opin ion. 
vm. Faith and Salvation . 
Faith comes by he aring , and hea ring by the word of God (Rom. 
10: 17). We believe upon the ba sis of evidence furni shed us of the 
truthfulness of the gospel and as the resu lt of a deliberate act of will. 
We could not have real faith without the evidence, and, if we had the 
evidence and still refused to will to accept it, we would be no better 
off, so far as vit al faith is concerned. Faith, in it s esse nce, is a 
delib erate, volun tary su rr ende r of the whole personality to an idea l-
that ideal, in th e case of Chri stia nity , b eing found in the life and 
t eaching of Jesus Christ. Faith is th~ first essential in sa lvation. 
Th e latter involves other things, but none of them would be worth 
anything without faith. Repentance would be impo ssibl e without 
b elief as an accompaniment; baptism without faith is meaningless and 
worthless. The aut hor of the Epistl e to the Hebrews sums the matter 
up with tho roughn ess and accuracy when he says : "Without faith it 
is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek 
after kim. " Justification by faith is a cardinal principle of Chris-
tianity . 
• 
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TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION . 
1. What Fait h Means. 
2. B;bli ca l Examples of Faith . 
3. Faith and Knowledge. 
4. Faith and Cred uli ty. 
5. Faith and Opinion. 
6. Faith and Ralvation. 
7. Th e Basi of Li ving Faith . 
QUESTION~ ON THE LESSON . 
1. What aefinition of faith is quoted by Dr. Rainsford i 
2. Ho w ha s this definition found illustration in the cour se of church 
histor y? 
3. How may \\'C be ·t uml erstand th e meanin g of faith f 
4. D efine fait h by using a singl e word. 
!i . What part does confidence play in h ea ling t lie body 1 
6. What is the basis of fa ith ~ ' 
7. Do the Script ures ask us to b eli eve anything wit hout furni~ hing 
evi den ce to support t heir cla im si 
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8. Illustrate from the life of Chri ·t. 
9. Illustrate from ·the history of apostoli c preaching. 
10. In what sense is Christianity a rational re ligion 'l 
11. How are the principles of religion and the principles of sc ience 
1·elated , 
12. Distinguish between faith and knowledge. 
13. In what sense may faith be said to b ecome know ledg e? 
14. Why can th er e not be a purely sci entific religion 'l 
15. Distinguish b etwe en the religious and the ordinary, ev ery -day 
use of the word ''faith.'' 
16. Di stinguish b etween faith and credulity. 
17. What other characteristic s go hand in hand with creduli ty1 
18. Give a practical example of credulity in religion . 
19. What is the opposite of faith t 
20. How may doubt b ecome of valu e in religious developm cn t1 
. 21. What attitud e should the do~bt er t ak e toward h is doubt s1 
22. How may we best get rid of doubts 7 
23. What part does the will play in belief'l 
24. Why may one "will to believe" without doing vi olence to hi s 
rea son 'I 
25. What justification is there for the Scriptur es making belie f 
imperative'I 
26. Distinguish between faith and opin ion. 
27. How may we know the items whi ch b elong to th o r eal m of 
faith 'I 
28. Should matters of opinion ever be made a t est of Chri stian 
fellowship'/ 
29. How is faith related to salvation 'l 
30. Give a final definition of the essential character of faith . 
31. Show the relation of faith to r epentance. To baptism. 
32. What two books in th e Bible hav e most to say about fa ith 'I 
33. Give the summing . up of th e author of the Epi st le to the 
H ebrews concerning the importance of faith. 
LESSON VIII. REPENTANCE 
I. The Meaning of Repentance. 
The English word "repentoo.ce" is a translation of the Gr eek 
1netanoia, which is deriv ed from the v erb form 1netanoeo. The latt er 
is made up of the pr eposition meta, meaning "after , " and th e v erb 
noeo, meaning '' to perceiv e .'' .Metano eo, therefor e, means, Ii t crnll~·, 
'' to perceive afterward;'' that is, to change one's mind after 1·cflcc-
,. 
I 
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tion. Repentance is therefore a change of mind based upon preceding 
reflection , and leading to definite results. Godly sorrow is not repent-
ance, although it usually precedes the state of penitence. When a 
man repents, in the Christian sense of the word, he changes his mind 
iu rega rd to his past course of life, and resolves to turn around, and, 
abandoning the old, sinful way, to begi n a new life, based upon the 
ideals and teachings of Jesu s. Repentance is not mere emotion, nor is 
it a purely intellectual decision. It involves a complete change of 
mind and heart and will-a '' turning about'' of the entire per sonality. 
Th e classical example of repentance is the case of the Ninevites after 
the preaching of Jonah (Jonah 3: 5-10). 
II. Faith and Repentance. 
Th ere has been much argument over the question as to whether 
faith precedes or follows repentance. The controversy is almost en-
tirely a matter of definition. If we understand by faith any sort of 
beli ef in the gospel, of course it must pr ecede repentance, for no 
sensible man will "turn around" in his course of life without be-
lieving in something of sufficient significance to cause h-im to turn. 
The Ninevites "believed" the message of Jonah before they repented 
(see Jonah 3: 5). On the other hand, if we recognize the fact that 
faith is something which grows with th e progress of the Christian 
life, it is fair to say that repentance is essential to such growth and 
development. The fact of the case is that repentanc e and faith are 
joined together in the gospel, and we have no right to separate them. 
Faith both precedes and follows rep entance, and repentance both fol-
lows and produces faith. Nevertheless, strict accuracy demands that 
in the order of conversion some kind of faith should precede repent-
ance, and hence the Restoration evangelism has always grouped faith 
first in the gospel '' plan of sa lvation.'' 
m. Repentance and Reformation. 
Repentance is not reformation, but it is the step which immediately 
precede s reformation. John the Baptist, who was one of the world's 
greatest preachers of repentance, told hi s converts to "bring forth 
fruit s meet for repentance" (Matt. 3: 8). The "fruits , " that is, 
the re formatio n of life, followed the rep entanc e, but did not consti-
tute a part of it. While this is true, it is also true that all genuine 
repentance manifests itself in refo rmation. Where no reformation re-
sults, it is safe to infer that no previous penitence existed. The tree 
is kn own by its fruits, and repentan ce is known by the influence which 
it exerts upon conduct and life . No man has repented of hi s sins until 
he is willing to abandon those sins. Not only is this true, but real 
repentance means that, as far as possible, atonement and re stit ution 
for pa.st s:ns will also be und erta k en . The thief who truly repents will 
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not only qu i t stea ling in the future, but w ill a lso, ns far ns po~ ib le, 
1·csto re what he has sto len in the past to its r ightfu l owners. Both 
n·f01'matio n and restitution ar e the necessa ry corollaries of repentance. 
IV. False Ideas of Repentance. 
It is frequent ly taught that repentance is simp le '' sorr ow fo r sin.'' 
This is an incorrect view of the subj ect, both from the Scr iptura l and 
the psychological points of vie\Y. Paul te lls the Corinthian s that 
godly . orrow "worketh repentance to sa lvation" (2 Cor. 7: 10). 
Here it is clear ly seen that so1TO\Y for sin prec edes rep entan ce and 
lends to it, but that it is something different from repentance its elf . 
.A man may be very sorry for his sins ancl st ill fai l to repent of them, 
in the Scriptur a l sense of the term. Psychologi cally, repentan ce in -
Yoh ·es a change of wi ll as well as a change of fee lings. Thi s change 
of \Yill re ults in reformation. Th e fact is that the essentia l idea in-
Yolrnd in repentance is change, and change can only comr a bout 
through an exercise of will. As Professor McGarvey says: "When a 
man is so thorough ly fill ed with sorrow and mourning and se lf-r e· 
proach on account of h is sins that hi s ·will is subdued to the will of 
God, and be says, 'I wi ll sin no more; I will hereafter submit to the 
will of God,' this res ul ts in a change of his li fe, and it is r epe ntan ce 
--a change of will in regard to sin .'' 
V. Importance of Repentance. 
'rhcre can be no question but that repentance is an essential f act or 
in conversion. The man " ·ho is going on the road to perdition mu st 
change, must "right about face," before anything can be clone 
to insu re bis sa lvation . H e must cease to do ev il before he can learn · 
to do we ll. It is for this reason that genuine repentance is th e most 
difficult thing for the sinner to compass. It means a complete turning 
n1·ound , and t he law of habit is a powerfu l factor to b e overcom e be-
fore the change can take place. An eminent physician once told the 
writer that a young man be longing to one of the best fam ili es in liis 
city came to him fo r treatment. Aft er carefu l examination, th e physi-
cian told his patient that he must give up all of hi s habits of indu l· 
gcnce, or else death stared him in the face . The young man went 
away, and , after a week's absence, returned. He called the physician 
aside and said to him, with tears in his eyes : "Before God, doctor, I 
c::n 't do it ." Only a mirac le-t he miracle of divine grace-could help 
such a man. In h is own strengt h he was helple ss . Neverthel ess . God 
is always willing and ab le to save unto the uttermost men of thi s 
type, if they are willin g to t urn unto Him and be saved. 
VI. Repentance and Grace. 
The la st paragraph leads directly to the subject of the relati on of 
repentance to divine grace. It is undoubtedly true that a man ca n 
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s ink so far in sin that he can not of his own strength "t urn about" 
int o the way of salvation. Here the divine st rength meets him, and 
c·nah les him to win th e battl e, if he will do what li tUe he can in tho 
di rection of reformation. There is nothing, howev er, to show that 
God will , or, speaking reverent ly, can, do eve rything. 'l'he sinn er must 
do hi s part , howeve r sma ll that part may be, in ord er that the divine 
Jiuirnr may become operativ e. All th e cases of notab le conve rsion in 
tile hi story of -the church illu strate this esse ntia l principle. Ther o 
111ust be at leas t t he disposition to be helped before help can 001110. 
'l'h Yery nature of tho human persona lity demands that the sou l sha ll 
not be deprived of its divine birthright of freedom of choice . In 
order to preserve this birthright, the man himself must choose hi s 
own destiny. Once he does his par t, be need never fear but that Infi -
nite Goodness will do the rest. No sinner is hop eless unl ess he del ib-
erat ely will s to ma ke bis condition a hopel ess one. 
VII. The Restoration Position . 
The Resto ration eva ng elism has always stressed repentance as an 
esse ntial facto r in conversion. It repudiated , from the start, the old 
ideas of frantic emot ionali sm which cba.rac terized so mµcb of tho 
evangelism of the last century; but in the place of this emoti onal 
excitement it emphasized tho necessity for a serio us and determined 
change of heart and of wi ll. It taught that repentanc e is a serious 
matter, and that it must be thoro ughgoing and complete. Th el'e is 
great need for a reviva l of this sort of pr eachi ng to -day . "Except ye 
repe nt, ye shall all l ikewise perish , " is a word which fit s our own 
· generation as fu lly and complete ly · as it fitted the immediate genera-
tio n to which it was acldressecl. 
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4 . McG arvey -' 'Sermons,'' Chapter VIII. 
5. Zollars-'' The Great Sa lvation,'' Chapter VII. 
6. Davis-'' First Principles,'' Chapter VIII. 
7. Wilson-'' Twentieth Cent ury Se rmon s and Addresses, '' con· 
eiuding chapter. 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. 
1. What Repent ance Is . 
2. Rep enta nc e and Faith. 
3. Repentance and Reformation. 
4. Repentance in the Old Testame nt. 
5. Repentance in the ew Testament. 
6. The Fruits of Repentanc e. 
7. Rep entance and Evang elism. 
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON. 
1. What is the derivation of the word "repentance "f 
2. Define the word upon the basis of its derivation. 
3. What is the relation of "godly sorrow" to repentance! 
4. What is the "psycho logy" of repentance'l 
5. Give the classica l Old Te stame nt illustration of repentance. 
6. Does faith precede repen tance, or the rev ers e'l 
7. Explain the r elation of faith to repentan ce. 
8. What has been the Restoration position upon the subject! 
9. What relation does repentance sustain to refo rmation i 
10. What is the relation of repentance to restitution ? 
11. What was Paul's conceptio n of the relation of sorrow to 
rcpentancef 
12. What is the essentia l idea involved in repentan ce? 
13. Give the substance of McGarvey 's views upon the subject . 
14. What can you say concerning the importance of repentancef 
15. What about its difficul ty'l 
16. How may the difficu lty be overcome'l 
17. In what sense is conversion a miracle 'I 
18. What is the relation of repe ntance to grace 'I 
19. What is the essential factor in making the divine grace avai l· 
ublei 
20. Why can not God save a man against the man's own will f 
21. WhP.n only is a sinner's cond ition hop eless. 
22. Outline the Restoration position upon repentance. 
,. 
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LESSON IX. CONFESSION 
I. The Fact of Confession. 
· It is pr ac ti cally t he univ ersa l consensus of op1mon among all 
rep utabl e chur ch hi stor ians that a bri ef Yerb al confession of fait h in 
Chri st pr eceded bapti sm in the practic e of th e ear ly chur ch. The 
only Scriptural statement of the form in whi ch t h is confe ssi on wa s 
couched is found in Acts 8: 37, in the nana tive of th e conv er"ion of 
the eunu ch. Th e best authorities now rega rd this pa ssage as an inte r-
polatio n, bu t thi s fact docs not imp eac h th e accuracy of the stateme nt . 
If an int erpo lation, it must ha ve been mad e very ea rly, and must 
have record ed the pra ctice of the early church communities. Irenreus 
(I-r e-ne'-us) (A. D. 107) refe rs to the eunu ch's confession , so it must 
hav e been custo mar y in hi s time. Mosh eim and Neande1·, the most 
eminent of mod ern chur ch hi sto rian s, agree that such a confess ion was 
an estab l ished pra cti ce of the ea rly churc h . Both the fa ct of conf es-
sio n and th e charac t er of the confession which was made may be re-
ga r ded as established data of church history. 
II. The N eed for Confe ssion. 
Th e need fo1· an open confession of faith in Chri st befo re as. urning 
the obliga t ions of the Christian fellowship is clear ly appar ent . It is 
tru e that baptism in itself is a confession; but it is also tru e t hat 
bapti sm is properly adminis ter ed only upon an open pr ofe ssio n of 
faith in J esus Chri st by the person to be bapt ized. Such a pro fess ion 
is due both to the person making it and to the cause whi ch he aere pts. 
No one who is umYill ing to confe ss Christ openly b efo re men is really 
willing to yie ld "·hol e-hearted obedi ence to h im. Confess ion strengt h-
ens the faith of th e one who mak es it , gives an exa mple of loya l obed i-
enc e to those who witn ess the profe ssion, and is a sour ce of st rengt h 
and comfort eve r afterward, even until the hour of death. No one 
who hone st ly and sincerely makes '' the good confession'' ever fo rgets 
or ceases to priz e hi s action. 
III . Scri pt ura l W arr ant for Conf essi on. 
'Whi le the confess ion of the eunu ch is the only direct accoun t of 
th e· form of confe ssi on cont a in ed in the Sc.riptm es, the fact of conf es-
sion is frequently men tion ed. Notable instances are the cas e of Paul's 
statement to Timothy (1 Tim. 6: 13), and also of hi . emph a is upon 
conf ess ion in hi s let t er to the Romans (Rom . 10: 9). 'l'he lan guage of 
our Lord in Matt. 10: 32, 33 wa.s later emphasized by hi s own exam ple 
in th e pr esenc e of the Jewi sh Sanhedrim (Matt . 26 : 62-64). Th e 
n ecessity for an open pro fess ion of faith on th e part of the penitent 
who bel iev es in Christ is mad e clea r throughout the New Te tarne nt 
narr at iv es. 
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IV . The Form of Confession. 
As we have stated, the confession of the eunuch is the only recorded 
statement of the actual form of confession used in the early church; 
but we have a very definite record of the confession which was cer-
tainly later used in Matt. 16: 16. The great confession of Simon Peter 
at Cresarea Phi lipp i not only const ituted the on ly creed of the ear ly 
church , but also its only confession . It is obvious that an open recital 
of faith in the creed which he accepts is a proper preliminary to tho 
acceptance of a penitent believer in the Christian fe llowship. Hence, 
the creed of the church must, of necessity, be rightfully the confession 
of the church. This fact is tacitly recognized even in the man-made 
creeds of later years, which are almost universally styled '' confes-
sions;" as, for examp le, the Augsburg Confession, the Westminste r 
Confess ion, and others . 
ln the process of deflection from the ancient standards which took 
place as the centuries passed on, the simple aposto lic confession was 
made more elaborate, as we have already shown in our study of 
creeds. One of the weaknesses of these later elaborate fo rmulati ons 
was that they could neither be repeated nor und erstood l,y the major-
ity of the men and women who were supposed to accept them when 
they came into the church. Only the clergy, as a result, 1·eally had 
any definite knowledge of thei r creeds, or were supposed to have any. 
This state of affairs still prevails in the Roman Catholic and in most 
Prote sta nt communions. The "laity" in all of these churches know 
very little about the provisions of their ch urch confessions, although 
they ar e supposed to bo bound by them. In the early church, the situ-
ation was very different . There every Christia n kn ew and understood 
his creed, and openly confessed his belief in it b efo re he came into the 
church. 
V. Confession and Conversion. 
Confession, so far as it relates to conversion, is closely aligned 
with baptism. It follows naturally after faith and repentance, and 
furnishes a proper basis for the administration of the initiatory Chri~-
tian ordinance. The person who ha s heard the gospel, has bel ieved its 
message and has fully repented of his past sins, is then ready to make 
an open confession of his convictions before men, and to put on Christ 
in the ordinance of baptism. Doubtless the circumstances under which 
this confession may be made will vary at different times and with 
different people, but the necessity for the confession and the form 
which it shou ld take remain the same, under any and all conditions. 
It must be a· frank, open, unhesitating acknowledgm ent of be lief in 
Jesu s as the Christ, the Son of the living God. The exact wording of 
the confess ion is not , so far as our best knowl edge goes, materia l, tho 
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important thing being that Jesus should really be acknowledged as 
the Christ; that is, as our supreme Lord and Saviour. 
It is diflicult to understand a case of conversion without confession. 
Even those people who claim to have be en fully converted while out 
alone in the forest, or as the result of some individual my stical experi-
01,ce, will sca rcely deny the necessity for an open profession of the 
change in theii: mental attituue. '!'he apostle Paul ev idently meant 
that this open profession was to be regarded as being of parallel im-
portance with the inner mental change when he said: '' For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousn ess ; and with the mouth cop.fes-
sion is made unto sa lvation." "Righteousness" is linked here with 
the inner proc ess and ''salvation'' with the outer. Wh ether any one 
ca n be saved \\·ithout making an open profession of faith is profitless 
t0 discus s, being on a par with the query as to whether one can be 
sa veil without being baptized. Th e gospel, as we have it, is not con-
cern ed with neg ativ es, but with positives. Just how much we can omit 
and still he saved, it is bot h foolish and wrong to ask. If we really 
believe in Chri st, it is our clear duty to confess Him openly before 
men and to be bapti zed into His name, and this should be ample for 
us to know or to care to know in regard to the matter. 
VI. The Restoration Position. 
From the b egi nning , the Restoration movement has empha sized 
'' the good confession.'' In a typical Resto ration revival, the mini s-
ter will ea rn est ly, and with every r esourc e of logic and power at his 
comm and, try to persuade men and women to accept Christ. There 
will b e no violation of the most sac red intimacies of the soul by the 
crude ''p er sonal -work'' methods of a certain type of rabid emotion-
alism. On th e contrar y, the soul, in an atmosphere genuinely r eligious 
and reve rent , will Le lef t to work out its own answer to the Spirit of 
God. Wh en once surrender comes, and the penitent deliberately steps 
c,ut to make the confession b efo re men, it mea ns real conversion, and 
not the hypnoti c emotionalism too often superindueed by a crude 
mob psycholog y . 
The confession is an important feature of New Testament evan-
gelism. It should never be sec ur ed by an y method which violates in 
the slightest respect the independence and fr ee will of the convert. 
The fr eer , fuller and more unforc ed the confession is, the more genuine 
and lasting will be the conversion. Anxiety on the part of the evan-
gelist or of fri ends to secure confessions which are not the full and 
frank and spontaneous exp ressi ons of the inner soul and will is unfor -
tunate, and run s counter to the fundamental principl e of New Testa -
ment evangelism. Ev ery true confessi on mu st embody the whole-
hrarted su rrend er of the soul to Christ. 
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5. Moore-" The Living Pulpit of the Christian Church." Sermon 
by D. S. Burn et on '' Th e Good Confession.' ' 
The la st ref erence touches one of the greatest disco urses ever 
delive red by an advocate of the Restoration plea. 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. 
1. The Need for Confession. 
2. Notable Scriptu ral Confessi ons. 
3. The Good Conf ession . 
4. Confession and Conversio n. 
5. Confession and Salvation. 
6. Confessio n and Baptism. 
7. Confession and Modern Evangelism. 
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON. 
1. What is the attitude of chur ch historians in gen eral towa rd th e 
~ubject of confession, 
2. Where is the only Scriptural account of the early conf ess ion 
which preceded baptism J 
3. What about the authenticity of this statem ent'i 
4. Would the fact of it s being an interpolation militate again st it s 
hi storica l valuef Why f 
5. Give the testimony of Ir enreus upon the subject . . 
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6. What two eminent church hi sto rian s agree in endorsi ng t.he con-
fession '? 
7. Explain the need for the confession. 
8. What benefits are derived from confession 'l 
9. What does Paul say about confession in Romans 'l In 1 Timothy 1 
10. What does our Lord say about confessing Him before men 'l 
11. How did He set the seal of per sonal approva l upon his own 
words1 
12. Where do we find the Scriptural form of confession f 
13. What relation is there between confession and cre ed f 
H. Explain how confession and creed became separated in act ual 
pra ctice. 
15. What was the result of this separation 'l 
16. How is confession related to conversion 'l 
17. Must the confession always be couched in the same langua ge '! 
18. Must it always contain the same sub stanceT 
19. Vi'hat is that substancef 
20. Can there be conversion without confession T 
21. Why is the question profit1ess1 
22. What is the Restorat ion attitude upon confession 1 
!?3. How do modern evangelistic methods frequently rnn counter 
to the Script ural ideal of confession 'l 
24. Should confe ssion ever be secured by undue pressure f Why f 
25. Di stinguish bet ween right and wrong forms of '' personal 
work'' in evangelism. 
LESSON X. BAPTISM 
I. What Baptism I s. 
The word "baptism" is a Greek term, which ha.R become Angli -
cized as a result of persistent theological usage. In it s original New 
Testam ent significance , the verb baptizo, which is the Greek original 
of baptize, is rendered by Cremer 's New Testament Lexicon "to im-
mers e, to subme rge," with no other meanings. As Cremer points out . 
the immersion, in its New Testament usa:ge, was for a specific relig-
ious purpose, and not simply any or all dippings in water . In the case 
of John the Baptist, the baptism wa_s essentia 11y · one of rep entanc e, 
the external action doubt1ess being intended to symbolize the washing 
away of the sins of the penitent. In the case of Chris tian baptism, 
the element of initiation into a definite group of beli eve rs, as well as 
th e add ed symbolism drawn from the fact of the resurrection, were 
superimpo sed upon the idea involved in th e baptism of John, althou gh 
it is not improbable that the idea of initiation wa s also present , at least 
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in part, in the teaching of John. In oth er words, the baptism of John 
"as fundamentally a baptism of rep entance, while the baptism of 
Jesus, after the ascension, was a bapti sm which included th e ideas of 
repentance, resurrection and church membership. Baptism is the initi-
atory ordinance of th e Christian religion, the external expr ess ion of 
pr eceding faith and repentance, and the final step in conversion. 
rurther charact eristics of the subject involve the discussion of ( 1) 
the design , (2) the subjects and (3) the form or action of the ordi-
nance. 
II. The Design of Baptism . 
On the day of Pentecost, Peter told his hearers to repent and be 
baptized unto the remission of sins. As already stated, this language 
undoubt edly took into account the preceding fait h and r epentance of 
those to wh om it was spoken. Granting faith and repentance as exist-
ing already, the open profession involved in baptism, carrying with it 
definite enrollment in the new brotherhood of disciples, completed the 
proc ess of conversio n. Baptism is not, therefore, a mechanical or 
magical ·rite which washes away past sins, but simply the final ex-
pression of the complete surrender of the heart and will to Jesus 
Christ. Baptism is for '' the remission of sins'' in this sense, and in 
no oth er. To possess value, it must be joined with faith and repent-
ance--t he whole process being regarded as one definite and complete 
commitment of the soul to Christ. It is -an error , enti rely without 
Scriptura l warrant, to regard baptism as something separate and dis-
tinct from the spiritua l ·processes of which it is the culminating fea-
ture. Without faith and repentance there can be no Scriptural bap-
_tism, no:: can there be any baptism without the idea of enrollment in 
a specific brotherhood. 
III. The Subjects of Baptism. 
From what has be en said already, it can be readily seen that the 
subjects, and the only prop er subjects, who can receive baptism are 
those who have heard and beli eved the gospe l message, and who , hav-
ing repented of their sins, are ready to take the final step in putting 
on Christ. Such persons, in the act of baptism, declare to the world 
the inner spiritua l expe rien ce which has been theirs, and also declare 
their specific enrollment in the brotherhood of Christ's di sciples. It 
is obvious , from these considerations, that only thos e who are of an 
age to be ab le to under stand the simpl e meaning of the gospel , and 
to accept it fully and definitely, are capable of assuming the obliga-
tions involved i!l Chri stian baptism. 
The practice of "infant baptism" arose, in the first place, out of 
the dogma of '' original sin, '' which taught that every person born 
into the world was born under the sentence of condem nat ion. In order 
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tCI avert this doom, th e rit e of baptism becam e necessary, and , since 
infants as well as adults were under the condemnation, all alike had 
to be bap t ized. Infant bapti sm thu s beca me an esta bli shed Cuitom iu 
t he church, and after the Reformation it was retai ned in most Prot es· 
ta n t communions. After a time, the dogma upon which it was based, 
infant damnation, beca me obsolete in many churches, and the practic e 
of confirmation, in volv ing definite moral and spiritual elem ent s, was 
Tequired in order to make th e pI"0vious bap tism valid. Thi s, however , 
pla ces baptism bef ore instead of after faith and repentanc e, an orde r 
" ·hic h has neither Scriptur al nor psyc hological warrant . 
Th e idea that children, from th eir ear li es t infancy, shou ld be 
brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord is, of course, 
va lid and praiseworthy; but it i s not necessa ry to chang e the meaning 
and place of baptism in ord er to accomplish thi s r esult. 
IV. The Action of Baptism. 
F ew subjects have aroused more discussion or dis sension in t h '3 
field of Christian doctrin e than the qu est ion as to the proper form or 
action of Christian bapt ism. The difficulty has a ri sen chiefly because 
of th e in ertia of estab li shed customs and habits of procedure, which 
makes i t practically impossible to secu r e a univ ersa lly unpr ej udic ed 
study of the subj ect . Any on e who r ea lly cares to inv estigate the 
evid ence upon its merits must be impr essed by the prepo nd erati ng 
weight of the a rgu ment for imm ersion as the origina l form of bap -
tism. This argument may be briefly summed up und er th e following 
beads: (1) Languag e, (2) authorities and (3) · symbo li sm. 
The testimony of language is overw helming ly in favor of immer-
sion. As we have seen, the best G1·eek lexicons defin e "baptize" " to 
immerse , '' and '' to immerse'' alon e. 'l'h c gene ri c or mot meani ng of 
the word invo lves the idea of dipping or submergi ng under water . 
'l'o sup pose that this root meaning was sudden ly and radically changed 
without any definite evidence of the change is certainly unreasonable. 
'IVe have not space to go into this somewhat technica l phase of th o 
question , but all "·bo arc especia lly interest ed are referr ed to Mr. 
Campbe ll' s comp lete analysis of the root meaning of bapti zo, as con-
1ained in t he Campbe ll-R ice debate and also in bis wor k on Chri st ian 
haptism. 
It is worth noting, in t hi s connection, that in all countr ies where 
the Greek language is used to-d ay tho form of bap tism employed is 
inv ari ably immersion. 'l'hi s fact is undoubtedly duo to tho incon-
gruity of adjusting the 01·dinai ·y root meaning of tho word in its own 
languag e to any othe r form of expressio n. To baptize :i per son with-
out immerR ing him inv ol ves such contradict ion in language as to mnke 
it impo ssible in coun tr ies where Greek is habitually spoke n. 
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The testimony of authority is quite as strong as the testimony of 
languag e. Th e vast majority of predobaptist scholars concede that 
immers ion repr esent s the New Testament form of baptism. We have 
space here to mention only the nam es of a few of these men. The 
li st includes Justin, 'l'ertullian, Orig en, Chrysostom, Eus eb ius, Whitby, 
V\'all, Calvin, Luther, Wes ley , Sn,lmasi\ls, Bos~uct, Whitefie ld, and bun· 
dreds of others . The fact that many of these were not immersed th em-
selves does not detract from the value of their testimony. For various 
reasons, they beli eved tha t the New Testame nt practi ce was not esse n-
t ial and therefore accepted a substitute. In doing so, however, they 
frankly acknowledge the fact that immer sion repr ese nt s the origina l 
N ew Testam ent form of the ordinance. 
The evidence from symbo li sm is especially st ron g. It is ba sed upon 
th e fact that the act of immers ion symbo li zes th e great truths of tho 
death to past sins, the re surrection to a new life, and especia lly the 
great corner-stone of Christia nity, the resurrection of our Lord. Bap-
tism thus possesses a rea l symbo lic meaning wh ich is destroyed when 
a:ffusion is practiced. Whi le the authority of t he Scriptures and of 
th e lan guage of Jesus alone constitute sufficient warrant for any 
ordinance, neverthe less, when a given practice is reasonab le and intel-
ligibl e in its elf it becomes much more appealing. This is the case wit h 
immersion as the act ion of Christian bapti sm. 
V. The Testimony of .the Scriptures. 
Tho se who hav e difficulty in regard to any phase of the baptismal 
que st ion can be given no better advice t han to take their New Testa -
ments, in the Eng lish ,,ersion, and carefully 1·ead and mark evei·y 
passage in whi ch the word in question occurs. Professor McGarvey, 
in hi s c;lebrated sermon on ''Baptism,'' fo llow s this plan, and the 
reader is referred to this ext raordinarily simple an<l illuminating dis-
cour se, if he does not car e to work out the detai ls fo r himse lf. It is 
almost impossib le to res ist the cumu lativ e evidence afforded by such 
a plan of procedure. Moreove r , i.t has the advantage of avo idin g con-
troversy in a field where prejudice is apt to be unusually strong . 
VI. The Re storation Po sition. 
The Restoration position upon bapt ism was reac hed ea rly in t he 
history of the religious development of Thomas and Alexander Camp-
be ll . Having ac cepted the New Testament as their guide, these men, 
agn,inst" their desires and prejudices-for both were origina lly predo-
baptists-wcre forced to discard bo th a:ffusion and infant baptism be-
rause, after the most di ligent sea rch , they were unabl e to find any 
definite Scriptura l warrant for either practice . In order to restore 
the New Test ament church , they found it nece ssa ry to r esto re the 
New Testament teaching wit h regard to baptism. Since their day, 
,. 
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l!Othing has occurr ed to shake the va lidit y of the ir conc lu sio ns upon 
the sub j ect. 
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES. 
Matt. 3: 5, 6, 11, 13; 28: 1 , 19"; Mark 1: 4, 8, 9; 16: 15, Hl; Lu ke 
3: 3; John 3 : 22, 23 ; Acts 2: 38, 41; 8 : 12, 13, 36-38; 9: 18; 10: 47, 48; 
11: 16; 16: 15, 33; 18: 8; 19: 2-5; 22 : 16; Rom. 6: 3, 4; Col. 2: 12; Gal. 
3 : 27; Eph. 4 : 5; H eb. 6 : 2; 1 Pet. 3: 21; 1 Cor. 10: 2. 
'fhese refe rences cover pra ctica lly every New Testament pa ssage 
dea l ing with the ordinance of bapti sm. A Jew l!ases where the word 
i~ mentioned are no t given, but they throw no additi onal light upon 
the subj ect . 
BLACKBOARD OUTLINE . 
j+ l l. Definition 7 2. De sign BAPTIS M 43 . S ubject s .Action 5 R esults 
----- ---- ------0_:_1,_n_po_r_tn_n _c_e _______ _ _ •!-
OTHER REFERENCES . 
1. McGnr Ye.r-" Sermons," Chapte r I X. Also r epr odu ced in t ra ct 
form . The best bri ef disc us ion of the subj ec t in existence . 
2. Campbe ll-'' Ch1;stian Bapt ism.'' Also t he debates with Mc-
Calla , Wa lker and Ri ce, especiall y t he latter. 
3. Briney-" The Form of Baptism ." Dea ls almost en t ir ely wit h 
the action of baptism . 
4. K ershner -'' Chri stia n Baptism.'' A st rai ght forward "presenta-
t ion of the facts whic h avoids the polemica l method of disc ussiou . 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. 
1. The Ori gin of Bap ti sm. 
2. Th e P ur pose of the Ordinan ce. 
3. Th e Baptism of John. 
4. The Proper Subj ects of Baptism. 
5. The Fo rm of Bapti sm. 
6. Spiritua l E lements in B apt ism. 
7. Trin e Imm ersion. 
8. The "Op en Membe rship" Quest ion. 
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON . 
1. Wha t i. the derivation of the word "ha.ptism"1 
2. ·wba t was invo lved in John' s bapti sm . 
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3. How does Chri stian baptism differ from the baptism of John 1 
4. Defin e Chri s tian bapti sm 'I 
5. What is the design of baptism i 
6. Intet·pr et the correct meaning of the expre. sion '' bapti sm for 
the r emission of s in s.'' 
7. Can baptism b e separated from faith and repontancef Why1 
8. Who are the proper subj ects of baptism i 
9. How did the practice of infant baptism originate '! 
10. Wby is the practice st ill r eta in ed in churches which hav e 
ceased to believe in the dogma upon which it was founded i 
11. How do such churches strive to accommodate their practice to 
their changed theology? 
12. ·what is wrong about their method of aecommodation 1 
13. Why is there so much dissension with regard to the action of 
baptism f 
]4. Summari ze the testimony from languag e with r ega rd to tho 
form of bapti sm. 
15. What bearing does the practice of Greek-speaking peoples have 
upon the subject'/ 
16. Summarize the testimony from authoritie s. 
17. How do you explain the variance b etween the teaching and 
the practice of predobaptist authorities upon the subject '/ 
18. Give the argument from symb olism. 
19. What _is the be st wa y for tlie average individua l to r eaeh a 
satisfactory conc lusion in r ega rd to the di sput ed point s at issue con-
cerning the ordinance of baptism~ 
20. Outlin e the Restoration po sition upon the subje ct . 
21. Why did the Camp bells give up affusion and infant baptism ~ 
22. What relation does the baptismal question susta in to the p lea 
fo r the r est oration of New T es tam ent Christianity1 
LESSON XI. THE GIIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
I. N at ur e of th e Holy Sp iri t. 
Th e Holy Spirit is the invisible manifestation of tho Deity in tho 
affairs of the world. The Bib le clear ly teaches a threefold manife s-
tation of the divine nature. First, we have th e idea of God th!' 
Fath er, the central and unifying conception which is especia lly emp h a-
sized in the Old Testament d ispensation. Next, we have the concep-
tion of God incarnat e in a human being, in the person of J esus Christ 
in the New Testament dispensation. L ast of :ill, we have the mani -
festation of the di-vin e n ature, in an invisib le spiritua l power which 
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constantly "makes for righteousness" in the course of world history. 
These three manifestations are all ou o, because th ey embody tho sam .i 
God under different aspects. 'l he idea of the 'l'rinity, as it is usually 
styled, is not only a logical and reasonable one, but it is in line with 
what we know of our own menta l and spiritua l natures. 'l'he same 
rnan thinks, fe els and act s, and yet thinking, feeling and acting are 
diC erent thing s. In the same way, tho Deity is man ifested to us in 
three diff erent forms, without in the least affect ing His essential 
unity. 
II . The H oly Spirit an d Conversion. 
The Holy Spirit is the active agent in conversion . The gospel 
appeal docs not depend upon mere logic alone for its acceptance. It 
is logical, because Christianity appeals to the human reason, and the 
reason must be convinc ed; but the dynamic of the appea l iies in the 
power of tho Holy Spirit. This power is not irresistib le, otherwise 
every on e who hears the message would be forc ed to accept it; but it 
is strong enough to overcome the opposing pull of sin and temptation, 
if it is gi ,·en an opportunity to do so. In the last analysis, the final 
decision rests, and must rest, with the will of the man or woman to 
whom the appea l is made; but the Ho ly Spirit gives strength to turn 
to the right, where otherwise strength wou ld be lacking. 
III. The Holy Spirit and Sanct ifica t ion. 
The word "sa n ctification" mea ns, litera lly, " made ho ly." It 
refers to the bui lding of Christian character in the lives of those 
who have acc epted Chnst. It is a moral and spiritua l, rathe r than an 
ecstatic or emotional, condition. As sometimes defined, it has led to 
gross · emotional and sup erstitious absurditi es. Any one is "sanct i-
fied'' who is doing bis best, in his own way, to live the l ife which 
Christ taught us we shou ld l ive, regard less of any specia l emotiona l 
st ate att ending his efforts . Sanctification is a mora l process, and is 
subject to moral test . If a man manifests in hi s daily life the triple 
t r inity of the fruits of the Spirit as given in th e fifth chapter of 
Ga latians, b e is "sanctified," and if he fai l s to manifest these 
"fruits," there is no sanctification about him. 
IV. The Holy Sp irit and th e Wo rd. 
The ear ly Restoration teachers, fo ll owing the lead of Mr. Camp-
be ll , he ld that the Holy Spirit operates only th r ough the revea led 
word of God. In Mr. Campbe ll 's debate with Rice , a full exposition, 
b oth of his own views and of the oppos ing position, may be found in 
detail. The esse n tia l point invo lved is the distinction between a 
r ationa l and sane interpretation of the action of the Holy Spirit and 
an interp retation wh ich opens the way to unimit.ed emotiona l absurdi-
t ies . The curr ent view o.f the Ho ly Spirit in 1\fr . Campbell's day in-
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volved the idea of some peculiar emotiona l experience which miracu -
lou sly "c am e up on" the sinn er and i r resistib ly "co n verted" him. 
Such a doctr ine is clear ly contrary to the who le gospel teaching re · 
garding sa lvation as it is found in the New Testament . 'l'hc three 
thousand were not converted in this way, nor was the Ethiopian 
eunuch, nor Lydia, nor the Philippian jai ler, nor any of the other 
ear ly converts to the new gospe l, according to the record. On the 
other hand, there was no disposition on the part of Mr. Campbell or 
any of his fo llowers to dispute the reality of the work of the Ho ly 
Spirit or His essentia lly superhuman and spiritua l character. 
V. The Bapt ism of the Holy Spirit. 
There are only two cases in the New Testament in which this ex· 
p1·ess ion is used . The one occurs upon the occasion of the conve rsion 
of the three tho usand upon the day of Pentecost, and the other with 
regard to the conversion of Cornelius. In the one case, the first Jew -
ish converts were made to the new gospe l, and in the other the doors 
of the church were opened to the Genti le world. Correct usage com· 
pc ls us to l imit the use of t he expression, the refore, to these two ex· 
ceptiona l and extraordinary occasions. There is no necessary ''heresy'' 
invo lved in speaking of the "bapt ism of the Holy Sp irit, " as applied 
to other instances of His presence, but clear thinking and exact expres-
sion are not p romoted by such usage . 
VI . The Extr aordinary Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
This was a manifestation of the Spirit's powel' granted only in the 
aposto lic age, and conferred by the " laying on of hands" by the 
apostles. It gave power to work mirac les, to hea l the sick, and in 
other ways to furn ish supernatura l credentia ls for the new teaching. 
It was not continued after the apostolic age. Instances of its occur· 
re nce may be fo und in Acts 8: ·14.19; 19: 5-7, and elsewhere. 
VII. The Ordin ary Gift of the Holy Spirit . 
This is the "gift of the Holy Spirit" promised to all penitent 
be lievers, who hear the Word, be lieve it, r epent since r ely of their past 
sins, and are baptized into the name of Christ. It furnishes power to 
l ive the Christian life, and to remain tr ue to the profession made in 
t.he act of conve rsion. It is a vita l force in the wor ld to-day, and 
will so continue as long as the gospe l is proclaimed to the human 
race . Its presence is not attested by mi racu lous or supernatural signs, 
but by the practical man ifestation of the "fruits of the Spirit"-
lo Ye, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle ness, good ness, faith, mee kness 
and temperance. 
VIII . The Fruits of the Spirit . 
We have alr eady refen-ed to the fact that t he essentia l test of the 
1·eality and presence of the Holy Spirit is the daily life of the Chriti· 
,. 
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tia n. Jesus said that a tree is known by its fruits, and Paul enurnc : -
r.led the fruits of the Spirit in detail in Gal. 5: 22, 23. Wherever thc s0 
"fruits" are found, we may be sur e that th e Holy Spirit is present; 
and where th ey are absent, we may be equally su re that the Spirit is 
absent al so. 
IX. The Sin Agains t the Holy Spirit . 
Ther e has been widespread discussion with rega rd to this question, 
111uch of it of a mistaken and harmful tendency. The references in 
Matt. 12: 22-32 and Mark 3: 28-30 make it perfectly clear that the 
ei..pre ssio n was origin a lly used with refe renc e to the attribution of 
demoniacal in stead of divin e power to Christ on the part of the Phari-
sees. Evidently, ther efo re, th e sin r efe rs to such a perv ersion of truth 
as involv es a comp lete r eve rsa l of moral di sti nction, so that good be-
comes ev il, and evil, good. Mor eove r , we must suppo se such a r eve rsal 
to be un changing and perman ent. The iclea that any person who has 
even the light est desir e to r epent or to become a Christian has com-
mitted tho sin against the Hol y Spirit is an absurdity. Th e pr esence 
of the desire to be better is certain proof that th e sin has not be en 
committed. Only those who hav e so perverted their moral natures 
that good and evi l have actuall y exchanged places in their thinking 
and Jiving have plac ed them selves beyond the hope of pardon . The 
man whos e desir es are all ev il and who ha s come to hate goodness for 
its own sake is obviously hopeless . Such a man has committed the 
sin against the Holy Spirit . 
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES. 
Matt . 12: 31; Mark 3: 28-30; John 14: 16-18, 26; 15: 26; 16: 7-13; 
Act s 2: 4, 17, 38; 8 : 13-20; 19: 1-6. 
BLACKBOARD OUTLINE . 
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1 r. , vor k in Co1n·ers ion 
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OTHER REFERENCES . 
1. Sn·ceney , Z. T.-" Th e Ho ly Spi rit." The latest and brst book 
upon th e subject in our lit eratur e. 
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2. Richard son, Robert - " The Holy Spirit." The first book upon 
t he sub j ect in the literature of the Restoration. 
3. Garrison, J. H.-'' The Holy Spirit.'' 
4. Oliver-'' New Testament Christianity,'' Chapter XV. 
5. Moore-" The Liv ing Pulpit of the Christian Church." Sermon 
by W. K. Pendleton on '' The Ministry of the Holy Spirit.'' 
6. McGarvey-Commentary on Acts, especia lly Chapters I. , IL, 
VIII. and X . 
7. Campbell-Rica Deb ate , Proposition Fifth. 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. 
1. The Trinity. 
2. The Nature and Office of the Hol y Spirit. 
3. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
4. 'fhe Extraordinary Gift of th e Holy Spirit. 
5. The Ordinary Gift of the Holy Spirit . 
6. The Spirit and the Word. 
7. 'l'he Fruits of the Spirit. 
8. The Holy Spirit and Conversion. 
9. The Sin against the Holy Spirit . 
QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON . 
1. State what is meant by the Trinit y. 
2. What is the nature and function of the Holy Spir iU 
3. Is the idea of the Trinity unint elligibl e 'I 
4. What is the office of the Holy Sp irit in conversio n t 
5. State some erroneous views of t hat office. 
6. What is meant by sanctificatio n 'l 
7. ,i\Then is a man sanct ified 'l 
8. ,vim t are the test of sanctification~ 
9. What is the 1·elation of the Holy Spir it to the Word7 
10. vVhat was the early Resto rat ion positi on upon the subjecH 
11. ,,\Thy was this po sition taken 'l 
12. Did the early advocates of the Res toration dispu te the rea l ity 
or supe rn atura l power of the Hol y Sp irit 'l 
13. What is meant by the baptism of the Holy SpiriH 
14. What are th e only cases of this baptism mentioned in the N ew 
'l 'estame nt 'l 
15. Is it wrong to speak of other cases as baptisms of th e Spirit'l 
16. What is meant by the extraordinary gift of the Holy Spirit! 
17. Give illustrations of its use . 
18. What is meant by the ordinar y gift of the Spirit1 
J 9. When and how is this gift received f 
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20. What are th e fruits of th e Spir it '/ 
21. What is the final test of th e presence of t he SpiriU 
22. Wh at is meant by the sin against the Holy Spi r iti 
23. Wha t mistaken views of this subje ct exist in some place sf 
24. H as any man who is afraid he ha s committed the sin against 
t he Hol y Spirit act ually committed iU 
LESSON XII. THE BREAKING OF BREAD 
I. The Second Ordinance. . 
There are two ordin ances of the Christ ia n relig ion . The first - hap· 
ti Bm-is the ordinance of initiation, and th e second- the Lord 's Sup· 
per-is the ordinance of perp et uity. Th ese two ordinances constit ute 
the esse:r.tial framework of the chur ch. Th e perso n who is bapti zed 
and who commun es regu lar ly is , on t he formal side at least , a Chr is -
t ian . As we have alr eady seen, ther e is a vital eleme nt in Chr istia nity 
which goes bey ond any formal expr essi on, and which is ma nif ested by 
the possessio n of the fruits of the Spirit, mention ed in the last lesson. 
Unless we are Christians in both the formal and vita l sense of the 
word, our profession is vain. Thi s docs not place any lower estimate 
upon the value of the ordinanc es, but it does emphasize th e fact that 
nil ordinances have value, not in th emselv es, but, rat her, in what they 
may produc e. The ordinanc es are esse nt ia l means of grace or of sa l-
vation , but , cons ider ed as formal actio ns alone, th ey hav e no efficacy. 
'rhere is no magical virtue abo ut either baptism or the Lord' s Supp er 
which will save a man whose chara cte r and lif e pro ve that he has not 
made Christ first in hi s affections. 
II. The In stituti on of the Lord 's Supper. 
A full account of the in stitutio n of th e Lord' s Supper is given in 
the twenty-sixth chapter of Matthew, the fourteenth of Mark and the 
t wenty -second of Luk e. I n addition to these Scriptures, the eleventh 
cha pt er of 1 Corinthians cont ains a det ailed stateme nt in r egard to 
th e proper form of observ ance of the ordinanc e. It is noti cea ble that 
the Gospel of John , although giving a very full acco un t of the last 
days of our Lord, says noth ing about the in stit ution of the Euchar ist . 
In all probabiHty this omission was due to the fact that the matter 
had b een treated so fully alr eady by the Synoptics . Moreover, John' s 
Gospel, in th e famous di scour se on the br ead of life, gives a spiritual 
r.nal ys is of th e symbolism embodied in the Supper which is especially 
valuabl e. Apparently , the Lord's Supper was instituted primaril y as 
a memorial . Th e lang uage of the Sy noptic records make s this fact 
clear. The deep spiritual significance of the ordinance is brought out 
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by the lat er record of J"ohn, while the social meaning and value of the 
bCrvice is witnessed by Paul, especially in his letters to the church at 
Corinth, and by Luke in the Acts of the Apostles. 
III. Purpose of the Lord's Supper. 
It is obvious, from what has been stated already, that there are 
four great ideas involved in the Lord's Supper. We may specify 
these ideas as (1) a memorial, (2) an ordinance, (3) a communion, and 
( 4) a confession. lt may be worth while to examine briefly the signifi -
cance of each of those purpos es. 
1. A Memorial. The Lord's Supper is a definite memorial of an 
histo rical event, just as tho Passover was a memorial of the Exodus, 
and the Fourth of July is a memorial of American independence. Tho 
observa nce of the Lord's Supper tends to keep historical Christianity 
in the foreground, since a memoria l which does not stand for an hi3-
torical fact is a misnomer. Sometimes, and this has be en especially 
true of late years, there is a tendency to lay less stress upon the his -
torical Jesu s-a few recent critics even going so far as to assert that 
,Tosus never lived. Tho memorial of the sufferings and death of the 
Christ is a constant 1·efutation of such teaching. 
2. An Ordinance. We have touched upon the matter of ordinance 
in a preceding sec tion of this lesson. The Lord's Supper, by making 
a definite center for regular assembly and worship, holds the commu-
nity of Christians togeth er and constitutes the core of the church 
org anization. There would be no Christian church without the Lord's 
Supper, and where the Lord's Supper is regularly and properly ob-
~rrved there is sur e to b e a Christian church. 
3. A Communion. 'l'his is the ess ential, heart meaning of the 
Lord's Supper. It moans communion wHh Christ and with our loved 
ones who have gone across the river of death, as well as with our 
brothers and sisters in the immediate and visible brotherhood of the 
cliurc h. This is what Paul meant by '' discerning the Lord's body.'' 
Unless we make Christ rea l in our communion, the ordinance will 
have little value for us. 
The spiritual fellowship and communion lead naturally to the 
idea of unity and organic bro therhood. The Lord's table is the place 
where Christians ought to be one, first of all. Th e one loaf symbolizes 
the idea of unity and brotherhood, and all dissension, or hatred, or 
jealousy, should be put away when we come to partake of the loaf and 
the cup. Only as love and forgiveness and harmony prevail can we 
'' discern the Lord's body.'' 
4. A Confession. The old word for the Lord's Supper-the '' sacra-
ment "-was derived from the Roman soldier's oath of allegiance to 
the emperor, and implied the idea of a confession or pledge of our 
,. 
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loyalty to Chri st. Undoubt edly th e communion i~ just such a pl edge 
nnd confe ssion. We renew our baptismal vow openly and loyally 
, 1 hen we co111mune with r eg ularity and sincerity. The Gr eek word 
for the ordinan ce-the Eu charist-means ,a ' 't hank sgiv ing. '' H ere 
" ·c have the id ea of confess ion a lso, although \Yith more of the Greek 
spirit of freedom and j oy than is involved in the Roman pl edg e of 
allegiance to duty. Both the Roman and th e Greek idea s arc usefu l, 
and repr ese nt diff erent pha ses of the same reality. 
IV. Manner of Observan ce . 
'l.'here ar c three elements in the communion service as giv en in the 
New Testament : J<'irst, the loaf; second, the cup; third, pra ye r. So 
fa r a s the particular mann er in which these three esse ntial features 
may he com bined or use d is concerned, we are given the u tmost free-
dom. Ther e can b e no N ew Testament communion serv ice, howeve r, 
'l'.'here these three clements are not pr ese nt. 
The qu est ions as to the time wh en prnyer is to be offer ed, 01· as to 
a singl e cup or a plurality of cup s, or as to a certain kind of br ea d, 
or a certain way of holding th e cup or the loa f, a re all matter s of fr ee-
dom and ta ste. 'fhc only essentia l features are the one s alr ead y men-
t ion ed . 
V . The Time of Ob servan ce. 
Thi s is important, if we l'eg ard the Lord' s Supper as the esse ntial 
ordinan ce for k eep ing alive and maintaining the organization of the 
church . If observed, wi thout exce ption , every week, th e Eucharist 
will ke ep the chur ch aliv e, even when there are only a few scattered 
disc ipl es " ·it hout a regular mini ste r. Its value in this r espect must 
ha ve been very great in the ear ly extension of Christianity, and it 
"ould b e no le ss valuable to-da y , if we wou ld properl y avai l ourse lv es 
of it . Th e churches which do not observe the Lord' s Supp er l'cgularly 
eYery week depend upon some ecc lesiastical machinery or overhead 
organizat ion to k eep things together. Thi s means, sooner or later, 
tyranny, and the loss of fr eedom by the church. By giving the Lord' s 
Supper its prop el', rightful and aposto li c pl ace, the necessity for un-
ap ost olic, ecc lesiastical despotism in order to sec ure efficie nt organiza-
tion and work i. avoided. 
VI . The Re st or ation Po sition. 
In seeking to restore th e New Te stament id ea l of the church , th e 
cu rly lead ers of th e Rest oration movement were obliged to discard 
affu sion a nd various other innovations which had become a ssociated 
with the first Christian ordinance. Th ey found the same in creme nt 
of non-Chri stian material thrown around th e sec ond ordin ance . In-
stead of heing obse rved every week , it was ob serv ed monthly , or quar-
ter ly, or at other periods suiting the convenience of ecclesiastical 
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authority. Instead of being a symbol of unity and brotherhood, it 
was made a perp etual reminder of dissension and division. Instead 
of being a free and spiritual service, it "as made stilted and formal 
aud lifeless. o mor e important feature of the Restoration plea can 
b e mentioned than is embodied in its emphasis upon the proper place 
and th e proper observance of the Lord's Supp er. 
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QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON . 
l . Name the two ordinan ces of th e Christian religion . 
2. What is the main purpose of each ordinanc e 'I 
3. How is the Lord's Supper related to th e chur ch orgs.n~ation 'I 
~. What value does an ordinance po ssess 'I 
~. Is t here any magical virtue about it'1 
6. When and under what circumstances was the Lord 'e Supp er 
in st ituted 'I 
7. Why does the Gosp el of John fail to mention its institu t ion i 
8. What spec ial fe atur es are emphasized in the communion by th e 
Sy noptic writers'l By John 'I By Luke and PauH 
9. What is the first purpo se of the Lord's Supp er'! 
10. What is th e second purp ose of th e Lord's Supper1 
11. What is the third purpo se of th e Lord' s Supper'/ 
12. What is th e fourth purpose of th e Lord' s Supped 
13. Ho w is th e Lord 's Supp er related to Chri st ian unity ,f 
14. What is th e mea ning of a sacram enU 
15. Wh a t is meant by th e Euchari st'/ 
16. What are th e essential eleme nt s in th e observance of the Lord 's 
Supperf 
17. Mention some non- esse nti als. 
18. Wha t can you say in rega rd to th e time of observancef 
19. How is a proper observanc e of the Lord' s Supper relat ed to 
ohurch fr eedom '1 
20. Sketch the Restoration attitude upon the Lord's Supper. 
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tra s thrown in. There 
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treated, arran ged in 113· 
phab eti cal order , starting 
with '·A fflic tion '' and end-
ing with "Z eal." Tli e 
thoughts and Scriptural 
truths that can be so 
forcibl y e x p r e s s e d 
through this helpful material are the kind 
thnt drive home conv iction. 
"T hi s volume of 352 pages is a good sam· 
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his sermons."-W . G. J ohnston. 
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The ideal Bibl e histor y for Bibl e School classes, preachers, B ible School supe r intend ent s 
and teachers; in fa ct. "II r enders wl10 want to obtain n more intimat e knowl edge of th o 
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taining style. Wi th tw elve mnps , sy nchroni sti c t11blcs 111d n 1,ibliogrnp h)'. 
Lands of the Bible 
By J . W. McGARVEY 
Cloth, Svo. Price , postpaid , $2.00 
(Eighteenth thousand .) A geogr ap hi ca l and topoguph ical des cription of tl1e Ho ly Land. 
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1The best single work on Pa lestine in cxistrmce."- f1ulevn1dent . 
The Fourfold Gospel 
By J. W. McGARVEY and P. Y. PENDLETON 
Cloth , Svo. Price , postpaid , $1.65 
A harmony of the four Gospe ls, so arr anged as to form a complete chrono logica l life of 
Chr ist, divid ed into titled sec tions and subdivi s ions, with comments interjected in tho text, 
making a combin ed harmon y nnd commen lnry . :l'he American Stmu lord V t rsio11 lta• b,e n 
t18tr/.. 
Standard Bible_ Commentary on Thessalonians, 
Corinthians, Galatians and Romans 
By J. W. McGARVEY and P . Y. PENDLETON 
Cloth, Svo. Price , postpaid , $1.65 
A companion volnme to "The Fourfold Gospe l." Th e original method of treiitme n t in 
that standard harmon y and commentary ha s been employ ed in preparing this volume. Th e 
conunentntor s hav e prod uced in thi s work a most prn cti u11l and h• lpfu l exposiiion for th e use 
of a ll r ender s of God's word . :l'l1e Am , rica,i S ta11dard Version has been uaed . 
The Gist of the Bible 
By CHAS. A. SHOOK 
Cloth , 12mo. Price , postp aid , $1.50 
A complete handb ook of t.he Scripturps for classes and homo study . It is the very essence 
of compar.i.ness, completeness and tho roughne ss, syste matica,lly a,-ranged by sec1ions and pa r a-
graph s. Conta in s nin etee n map s spetic'1 Jy des igned by 1he author . "We . commend the book 
very hi gh ly to nil Bibl e st ud en t ."-Central Oho-istiari Ad ,iocate. 
